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Neighbors  say 
pleas  ignored 
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Following  family  footsteps 


San  Francisco  Supervisor  Michela  Alioto-Pier  settles  into  her  new  office  at  City  Hall.  She  was  chosen  by  SF 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  to  be  his  replacement  as  supervisor  in  District  2,  which  includes  the  Presidio  and  Laurel 
Heights,  Seacliff  and  Lake  Street  neighborhoods.  See  story  page  9. _ 


blasts  Transportation  Authority 


and  loose  with  the  public’s  mon¬ 
ey. 

Harrington,  who  will  soon  re¬ 
lease  a  financial  audit  of  the  San 
Francisco  Transportation 
Authority  (SFTA),  told  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  its  finance  committee 
Feb.  24  that  the  agency’s  staff 
wrote  checks  without  balancing 
its  accounts,  failed  to  reconcile 
its  bank  statements,  kept  money 
in  unauthorized  accounts  and 
hired  incompetent  auditors  that 
failed  to  report  bad  practices. 

Members  of  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  serve  as  commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  agency. 


Voters  created  the  SFTA  in 
1989  when  they  passed 
Proposition  B,  which  authorized 
a  new  half-cent  sales  tax  in¬ 
crease  to  fund  transportation 
projects.  The  agency  is  expected 
to  spend  $1  billion  over  20  years 
on  a  number  of  capital  projects 
and  its  funds  are  required,  by 
law,  to  be  held  in  accounts  with 
the  city  Treasurer. 

Harrington’s  remarks  came  in 
connection  with  a  request  by 
Jose  Luis  Moscovich,  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  SFTA,  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  agency  to  issue  $200 
million  in  commercial  notes  to 


raise  enough  capital  to  avoid 
stopping  construction  on  the 
Third  Street  Light  Rail  Project. 

During  a  discussion  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  involved  in  raising  the 
$200  million,  a  verbal  confronta¬ 
tion  developed  between 
Supervisor  Fiona  Ma  and 
Moscovich  over  his  refusal,  and 
Ma’s  insistence,  that  a  financial 
expert  from  the  City  work  with 
him  on  the  transaction. 

Ma  told  Moscovich  that  she 
had  serious  concerns  about  the 
ability  of  his  staff  to  provide 

Continued  on  page  2 


Hearing  on  fate  of  Central  Fwy. 

Supervisor  wants  governor  to  halt  project 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

In  a  move  that  caught  some  of 
his  colleagues  off-guard,  SF 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  intro¬ 
duced  a  resolution  in  January 
asking  Gov.  Arnold  Schwarze¬ 
negger  to  halt  the  rebuilding  of 
the  Central  Freeway. 

In  mid-February,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors, 
Dufty  introduced  a  strongly- 
worded  resolution  asking  the 


governor  to  freeze  more  than 
$90  million  earmarked  for  re¬ 
building  the  freeway.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  also  instructs  the  city  to 
conduct  further  studies  to 
explore  the  feasibility  of  moving 
on-  and  off-ramps  back  to 
Bryant  Street. 

Although  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  committee  for  further 
review  before  a  vote  could  be 
taken,  Dufty ’s  maneuver  is  sign 
that  the  freeway  has,  once  again. 


become  a  hot  political  item. 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
called  Dufty’s  maneuver  "un¬ 
fair”  and  said  it  was  an  attempt 
by  a  colleague  to  circumvent  the 
public  process. 

“1  would  call  it  an  end-run 
around  the  process.  People  must 
have  an  opportunity  to  debate 
the  issue.  This  was  an  attempt  to 
quietly  make  a  drastic  change," 

Continued  on  page  10 


Alexandria  Theater 
sold,  closes  doors 


The  Alexandria  Theater,  a 
landmark  in  the  Richmond 
District  since  1923,  was  sold  to  a 
group  of  investors  for  $6.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  February. 

Plans  for  the  1,000  plus-seat 
triplex  and  its  adjacent  parking 
lot  are  not  yet  known,  but  the 
agent  for  a  group  of  investors 
who  brought  the  property, 
Patrick  Lui,  of  Cold  well  Banker, 
said  the  new  owners  will  be 
making  an  announcement  in  the 
near  future. 

Lui  would  not  confirm 
whether  or  not  the  new  owners 
plan  to  replace  the  theater  with  a 
bank  and  retail  stores  and  build 
housing  on  the  theater’s  parking 
lot. 

The  fate  of  the  popular  the¬ 
ater  has  been  a  question  mark 


since  2002,  when  the  Regal 
Entertainment  Group,  the  owner 
of  the  theater,  put  the  property 
on  the  market. 

At  that  time  several  compa¬ 
nies  expressed  an  interest  in  the 
property,  including  Sunnyvale 
developer  Yamayoka  Compan¬ 
ies,  but  nothing  was  pursued. 

"The  economics  didn't  work 
out,"  said  Lou  Vasquez,  vice 
president  of  construction  for 
Yamayoka  Companies,  at  the 
time. 

An  official  with  the  SF 
Planning  Department  said  the 
property  is  zoned  for  moderate¬ 
ly-scaled,  mixed-use  develop¬ 
ment,  which  includes  residential, 
business  and  retail  establish¬ 
ments.  Fast  food  restaurants  are 

Continued  on  page  10 


Officials  with  the  Presidio 
Trust  signaled  their  preference 
for  a  plan  that  would  give  devel¬ 
opers  the  green  light  to  build  up 
to  350  units  of  housing  on  the 
site  of  the  former  Public  Health 
Service  Hospital.  The  plan 
would  preserve  the  environmen- 
tally-sensitive  Battery  Caulfield 
area. 

The  announcement  followed 
the  release  of  a  227-page 
Environmental  Assessment  that 
studied  four  alternatives  for  ren¬ 
ovating  the  historic  hospital 
building  and  comes  at  a  time 
when  the  Trust  was  winding  up 
negotiations  with  two  developers 
for  the  right  to  build  at  the  covet¬ 
ed  site. 

The  plan  the  Trust  favors, 
identified  as  Alternative  Two  in 
the  assessment,  allows  develop¬ 
ers  to  build  350  units  of  housing 
on  the  site,  which  is  more  than 
neighbors  and  environmentalists 
say  is  prudent.  The  plan  would 
bring  the  Trust  an  amount  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  $1  million  annual 
rent  it  set  as  a  goal.  The  Trust’s 
board  of  directors  will  make  a  fi¬ 
nal  determination  concerning  the 
development. 

According  to  Hillary 
Gittelman,  director  of  planning 
for  the  Presidio  Trust,  Alter- 

Continued  on  page  2 


Controller 

by  Carol  Dimmick 

City  Controller  Ed  Harrington 
has  accused  the  staff  of  a  city 
agency  that  spends  millions  of 
dollars  a  year  on  transportation- 
related  projects  of  playing  fast 
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Housing  at  former  hospital 


Continued  from  page  1 

native  Two  was  created  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  proposals  of  the  John 
Stewart  Company  and  Forest 
City  Development,  the  two  com¬ 
peting  developers.  It  rehabili¬ 
tates  the  historic  buildings  at  the 
site  as  well  as  the  non-historic 
wings  of  the  hospital. 

Other  alternatives  would  have 
allowed  210  residential  units 
with  an  additional  190,000 
square  feet  for  education  use; 
230  units  with  the  removal  of  the 
building's  non-historic  wings; 
and  269  residential  units,  about 
half  of  which  would  be  located 
at  Battery  Caulfield. 

All  four  of  the  alternatives 
would  guarantee  the  Trust  a  min¬ 
imum  $1  million  in  lease  fees 
annually.  The  Trust  is  trying  to 
become  self-supportive  under  a 
mandate  from  Congress. 


Craig  Middleton,  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Presidio 
Trust,  called  the  Trust's  selection 
a  moderate  approach  to  develop¬ 
ing  the  site  that  is  sensitive  to 
the  neighbors. 

“We  think  we  have  been  re¬ 
sponsive  to  the  public's  con¬ 
cerns,"  Middleton  said. 

He  also  stressed  that  while 
the  Trust  prefers  Alternative 
Two,  the  plan  could  change  with 
public  input  and  during  lease  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

Neighbors  Say  Their 
Concerns  Ignored 

The  Trust's  announcement 
drew  sharp  criticism  from  lead¬ 
ers  of  several  powerful  neigh¬ 
borhood  organizations,  who  rep¬ 
resent  residents  living  in  an  af¬ 
fluent  neighborhood  in  the 
Richmond  District  just  south  of 
the  hospital  site. 


Ron  Miguel,  president  of  the 
1,600-member  Planning  Assoc¬ 
iation  for  the  Richmond  (PAR), 
which  has  lobbied  for  a  smaller 
project,  said  he  was  disappoint¬ 
ed,  but  not  surprised,  by  the 
Trust's  preference  for  a  large 
project. 

“We  had  presumed  all  along 
that  finances  were  going  to  drive 
this  project,”  he  said. 

For  months,  neighbors  have 
urged  the  Trust  to  drop  the  $1 
million  requirement,  which  they 
claim  ensures  a  large  develop¬ 


ment  being  approved  for  the  site. 

Claudia  Lewis,  president  of 
Richmond  Presidio  Neighbors 
(RPN),  says  Alternative  Two  is 
out  of  character  with  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  will  create  additional 
pedestrian  safety  issues  and 
bring  traffic  gridlock  to  the  area. 

The  RPN  worked  with  The 
John  Stewart  Company,  which 
put  a  proposal  to  build  190  con¬ 
dominium  units  at  the  site. 
Lewis  said  the  neighborhood 
would  support  that  plan. 

“An  all-condo  development 
would  be  better  suited  to  the 
neighborhood,  as  opposed  to 
rental  units  and  a  smaller  devel¬ 


opment,  and  would  have  a  lesser 
impact  on  plants  and  wildlife,” 
she  said. 

According  to  Trust  officials, 
the  thrust  of  Stewart's  proposal 
is  contained  in  Alternative 
Three,  but  with  an  expanded 
housing-unit  count.  However, 
Miguel  agrees  that  some  of  the 
elements  contained  in  the  pro¬ 
posal  are  there,  but  agrees  the 
unit  count  is  still  too  high. 

“The  unit  count  is  drastically 
different.  I  am  troubled  by  the 
disparity  in  the  count,”  he  said. 

A  public  meeting  will  be  held 
April  14  to  discuss  the  project. 
Public  comment  closes  April  30. 


Incompetence  charges  at  T.A. 


VANCE 

'  *  '  ECONOMIC  SERVICES 


Quality  Work;  Taxes  •  Payroll  •  Bookkeeping 

•  Fast  Refunds  •  e-file  •  Walk-ins  Welcome 

5844  Geary  Blyd. 
415.387.7417 
RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 
WVVW.VANCEES.COM 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 
25  years  in  business 


Continued  from  page  1 

competent  financial  advice  be¬ 
cause  a  recent  financial  audit  of 
the  agency  uncovered  a  number 
of  troubling  irregularities.  She 
proposed  that  the  city  provide 
his  office  with  financial  expertise 
as  a  requirement  of  approving 
the  $200  million  transaction. 


SAM  &  HENRTS 


QUALITY  SUPPUES 
&  GIFTS 
FOR  PETS 
&  PEOPLE 

3950  California  Street 
(at  22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

413.386.1720 


Juices 
Sandwiches 
Goodies;^ 

4342  CaUfonilil  St. 
(Btwn.  5th  &  6th  Ave.) 
415.750.1955 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

Welcomes  and  invites  you  to  join  our  inclusive  and 
compassionate  community 

Sunday  Services : 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

Tuesday  Night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Book  Study: 

r’  and  3'"'^  Tuesdays  at  7  p.m. 

Current  Book  is  “How  to  be  an  Adult"  by  David  Richo 


Located  at  420  29^^  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Entrance  through  garden  on  north  side  —  parking  available  during  services 
across  the  street  in  Presidio  Middle  School  Playground 


For  more  information  on  services  and  progroms  coll 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415)  751-4942  or  check  our  website  at 

www.stpeteps-sf.org 


St.  Peter's  is  on  off  iliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive  Christianity 


Ma  also  described  a  telephone 
conversation  in  which  members 
of  the  agency's  staff  offered  to 
alter  records  to  eliminate  ac¬ 
counting  inconsistencies,  which 
she  said  caused  her  great  con¬ 
cern. 

“They  were  not  doing  due 
diligence.  They  asked  me.  OK, 
what  number  do  you  want?"  Ma 
said. 

City  Treasurer  Susan  Leal 
also  warned  commissioners  not 
to  approve  the  agency's  request 
until  her  office  had  a  chance  to 
look  over  the  terms  of  the  deal. 
She  repeatedly  offered  to  act  in 
an  advisory  capacity. 

The  most  controversial  testi¬ 
mony  came  from  Harrington, 
who  aimed  his  criticism  at  a  staff 
he  said  lacked  the  elementary 
skills  necessary  to  balance  a 
checkbook. 

“They  are  the  worst  agency  I 
have  ever  audited.  They  could 
not  do  a  bank  reconciliation.  All 
the  numbers  we  looked  at  were 
wrong  -  they  would  just  write 
checks,”  Harrington  said. 

Throughout  the  session 
Moscovich  insisted  he  would  be 
making  periodic  reports  to  the 
board  about  financial  transac¬ 
tions,  that  his  staff  had  the  nec¬ 
essary  expertise  to  advise  him 
and  that  oversight  by  the  City 
was  unnecessary. 

He  also  said  that  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  report  by  Harrington 
showed  no  money  was  missing 
and  accused  Harrington's  office 
of  making  a  $66  million  error. 

“There  are  two  sides  to  these 
equations,"  Moscovich  said. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Mosco¬ 
vich  clarified  his  position,  saying 
he  was  never  oppo.sed  to  interim 
financial  assistance  from  the 


City,  but  was  raising  a  concern 
that  the  agency  should  maintain 
its  independence. 

“We  are  a  legally  independent 
agency.  The  sales  tax  (that  voters 
passed  to  create  the  SFTA)  is 
based  on  the  fact  the  we  are  an 
independent  organization,”  he 
said. 

Moscovich  called  Ma's  and 
Harrington's  allegations  “trou¬ 
bling.”  but  said  it  was  premature 
to  comment  until  the  audit  was 
completed.  He  also  said  the 
agency  is  undergoing  a  reorgani¬ 
zation  process  and  indicated  that 
some  positions  will  be  eliminat¬ 
ed  to  make  the  agency 
"stronger." 

The  Transportation  Authority 
committee  ultimately  voted  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  $200  mil¬ 
lion  in  commercial  notes,  with 
the  requirement  that  Monique 
Moyer,  director  of  public  finance 
for  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
provide  interim  financial  record¬ 
keeping  for  Transportation 
Authority  staff. 

SFTA  To  Spend  $1  Billion 
Over  20  Years 

Since  its  creation  in  1989.  the 
SFTA  has  spent  more  than  $713 
million  on  projects,  including 
$19  million  for  street  resurfac¬ 
ing,  $48.5  million  for  traffic  sig¬ 
nal  upgrades  and  $6.3  million 
for  new  traffic  signals. 

The  agency  is  currently  work¬ 
ing  on  many  important  capital 
projects,  including  the  Doyle 
Drive  Project,  which  calls  for  re¬ 
placing  the  southern  approach  to 
the  Golden  Gale  Bridge,  the 
Central  Freeway  Replacement 
Project  and  the  Third  Street 
Light  Rail  Project. 


GOLDEN  CATE  PARK  MUSIC  CONCOURSE 

Construction  Mobilization 
Scheduled  to  Begin  in  March 


tn  Narch  2004.  preparaiion  wilt  begin  (or  conttruaion  o(  (he  Gotden  Gate  Pari  Musk  Concourse 
underground  parking  faali()r.  Consiniction  o(  (he  underground  parking  (aciluy  is  scheduled  for 
completion  m  Fall  200S. 

How  the  Construction  Affects  You 


1 0th  Avenue  Closure 

lOth  Avenue  between  Fulton  Street  and  John  F.  Kennedy  Drrve  will  be  closed  dunng 
(onstruaion.  Detour  routes  include  emenng/eiiting  the  Park  from  Bih  Avenue  or  Park 
Presidio.  Directional  signs  will  be  in  place. 

Academy  Drive  A  Tea  Garden  Drive  Closure 
Academy  Dnve  and  Tea  Garden  Drive  between  }ohn  F  Kennedy  Onve  and  Martin 
Uither  King.  }r.  Drive  wiK  be  dosed  to  all  trafTK  dunng  consirvamn  Directional  signs 
wiK  be  in  place 

Music  Concouric  Area  Bicycle  A  Pedestrian  Access 

The  Music  Concoone  area  will  be  dosed  to  the  pubk  during  construction 

Re*Kouting  of  Muni  44  Golden  Gate  Parfc/O’Shaughnessy  Bus 

The  dosure  of  the  Musk  Concourse  roads  dunng  construciioi  wiM  rec^ire  the 
temporary  r^roullng  of  the  Mum  44  Golden  Gate  Park/O'Shaughnessy  bus  Ime  to  the 
penmeier  of  the  Park. 


The  Golden  Gate  Park  Concourse  Authority  is  committed  to  minimizing  the  inconvenience  to  the 
community  dunng  constructioA.  We  apprecate  your  patience  and  cooperation 


tf  ww w  GoldrnO.it cP.si  hCunc  out  SI  or^ 


March  2004 


The  Richmond  Re  View  •  3 


Council 
wants  to 
minimize 
Rec.  and 
Park  cuts 


Voicing  concerns 


L_ 
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Photo:  Francis  Da  Silva 

Richmond  District  resident  Benny  Lew  voiced  his 
concern  about  his  granddaughters'  safety  on  the 
neighborhood's  streets  at  a  Town  Hall  Meeting  held 
at  the  Richmond  Recreation  Center  Feb.  21. 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  opened  the  meeting  by 
saying  San  Franciscans  live  in  one  of  the  densest 
cities  in  the  country  and  have  a  greater  urgency  to 
"push"  for  pedestrian  safety  and  awareness,  with 
the  aim  of  achieving  a  "zero  mortality  rate." 


Hearing  on  sewer  rates 


The  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  (NPC)  is  hosting  a  se¬ 
ries  of  District  Park  Planning 
(DPP)  meetings  in  each  supervi¬ 
sorial  district  to  generate  ideas 
about  maintaining  city  parks 
during  a  $8.5  million  budget 
shortfall.  The  NPC  will  also  pre¬ 
sent  findings  from  its  recent 
open  space  study,  "Green  Envy: 
Achieving  Equity  in  Open 
Space,"  at  the  meetings. 

Sponsored  by  the  NPC, 
District  Park  Planning  is  a  forum 
for  community  members  and 
representatives  from  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
to  assess  and  improve  the  city’s 
parks  and  recreation  services  in 
the  city’s  neighborhood  parks. 

A  meeting  geared  towards  the 
Richmond  District  (District  1) 
will  be  held  Thursday,  March  25, 
from  6  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.,  in  the 
Richmond  Police  Station’s 
Community  Room,  located  at 
461  Sixth  Ave. 

Another  meeting,  for  the 
Sunset  and  Parkside  (District  4) 
districts,  will  be  held  Monday, 
March  4,  from  6  p.m.  to  7:30 
p.m.,  at  the  Sunset  Recreation 
Center,  located  at  2201  Lawton 
St.  (at  28th  Avenue). 

A  meeting  for  the  Twin 
Peaks,  West  Portal,  Inner  Sunset, 
Golden  Gate  Heights  and 
Sunnyside  neighborhoods  (Dis¬ 
trict  7)  will  be  held  Monday, 
March  8,  from  6:30  p.m.  to  8 
p.m.,  at  the  Stonestown  YMCA 
Annex,  located  at  3150  20th 
Ave.  (at  Buckingham  Way). 

For  more  information,  contact 
Justina  at  621-3260  or  go  to 
www.sfneighborhoodparks.org. 


Throughout  the  month  of 
March,  the  SF  Public  Utilities 
Commission’s  Rate  Fairness 
Board  will  conduct  a  series  of 
public  hearings  concerning  pro¬ 
posed  sewer  rate  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Members  of  the  public  who 
attend  the  hearings  can  provide 
written  comments  on  sewer  rate 
policy  recommendations  and  ad¬ 
justments,  which  will  become 
part  of  the  public  record. 


Attend  a  hearing  or  write  to: 
Rate  Fairness  Board,  c/o  SF 
Public  Utilities  Commission, 
1155  Market  St..  11th  Floor.  San 
Francisco.  CA  94103.  A  hearing 
for  the  westside  will  be  held  in 
the  Sunset  District  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  March  24,  from  6  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.,  at  the  West  Sunset 
Recreation  Center,  3223  Ortega 
St. 

For  more  information,  call 
554-1539. 


One  Stop  Solution 


•  Packaging  and  shipping  services 

•  Mailbox  services 

•  Document  services 

•  Moving  &  packaging  supplies 


ALL  PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 

(With  $10  minimufi)  purchase.  Excludes  shipping, 
postage,  metered  mail  &  money  orders.) 

oni  ewjpcn  p«  ojslcw  vbi  ThB  clki « iwoood  In  wiwawn  ^ 
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MAIL  BCaXES  ETC 


MAH.  BOXES  ETC* 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (at  Spruce)  Ph.  221-9882  or 
3145  Geary  Blvd.  (at  Spruce)  Ph.  751-6644 

MBE  Centers  ere  Independently  owned  end  operated  by  licensed  franchisees  of  Mall  Boxes  Etc,  Inc.  in  the  USA  and  by  its  master  Ikensees  or  their 
chlJ^L  o^of  o!.  uS^  Services  and  hours  of^ration  may  vary  by  location.  Valid  at  participating  locations,  e  2003  Mall  Boxes  Etc,  Inc  s™w.mbe.com 


"I  want  to  help  my  friends 
and  neighbors  in  the 
Richmond  District  with 
their  real  estate  needs. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a 
'free/no  hassle'  market 
evaluation  of  your  home, 
investment  property  and/or 
commercial  property, 
please  give  me  a  call.  And 
remember,  interest  rates  are  still  low  -  now 
is  the  time  to  buy  or  sell  your  property." 

-  Jattie  Ament,  Richmond  Resident 


JANIE  M.  AMENT,  REALTOR 
Residential  •  Commercial  •  Investment 
Specializing  in  the  Richmond  District 
(415)  595-1201  or  Amentfam@aol.com 
Coldwell  Banker 
1390  Noriega  Street 


coLouieu. 

BANKena 


Please  visit  our  website  for  the  latest  listings:  www.califomiamoves.com 
If  your  property  is  currently  listed  this  is  not  intended  as  a  solicitation. 


Organic  Coffee,  Tea,  Bulk  Food,  Snacks 


Best  Coffee 
in  Town 

All  Organic  -  Gourmet  Quality 

Premium  Teas 


Best  selection  of  White,  Green,  Oolong 
and  Black  Teas  from  China,  India  and  Japan 


Come  Try  ana 
See  the  Difference! 


2314  Clement  St.  (near  24th  Avenue) 

(415)  221-8283 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

y  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program) 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

✓  GMAT/GRE  Classes 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


"TOEFL  Tce.1- 


San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 
Fax:  750-9939 

Licensed  by  the  council  for  private  and  post-secondary  education. 
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Rkhmond  Branch  Library 
needs  money  for  interior 


The  Friends  of  ihe  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  will  be 
holding  a  Richmond  Library 
Campaign  Planning  meeting  on 
Thursday.  March  4.  at  6:30  p.m.. 


to  inform  participants  about  the 
overall  purpose  and  goals  of  the 
fundraising  campaign  and  to  be¬ 
gin  the  process  of  organizing  a 
Richmond  Library  Capital 


'Guys  and  Dolls'  at  Presidio 


The  Drama  Club  at  Presidio 
Middle  School  will  perform  the 
musical  "Guys  and  Dolls"  on 
Friday,  April  2,  at  7  p.m..  in  the 
school's  auditorium. 

Based  on  a  Damon  Runyon's 
short  story.  "Guys  and  Dolls" 
tells  a  humorous,  romantic  tale 
about  gamblers,  chorus  girls  and 
a  Salvation  Army  band  set  in 
'40s  New  York  City. 

Student  actors  will  sing, 
dance  and  play  musical  instru¬ 
ments  in  the  classic,  which  was 


one  of  the  longest-running 
Broadway  musicals  in  the  '50s. 

Presidio  Middle  School  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  450  30th  Ave.,  between 
Geary  Boulevard  and  Clement 
Street.  Tickets,  $6  for  adults  and 
$3  for  seniors/students,  may  be 
purchased  at  the  performance  or 
in  advance  by  contacting 
anno@jps.net. 

For  more  information  about 
"Guys  and  Dolls,"  contact  Jeanie 
Poling  at  (415)  386-6978, 


Geary  Print  Shop 


NEW  LOCATION 

SAME  GREAT  SERVICE  3000  GEARY  BLVD 


'Instant  Printing 
'Digital  Copying 
'Color  Copying 
'Complete  Bindery 
'Announcements 
'Business  Cards 

Discounts  For  Schools 
&  Non  Profits 

BLAKE  •  S.F.,  CA  941  18 
TEL  (415)  751-1212  •  FAX  (415)  751-0231 


Campaign  Committee,  A  light 
supper  will  be  provided. 

While  the  planned  renovation 
of  the  Richmond  Library  is  pri¬ 
marily  funded  through  a  bond 
approved  by  San  Francisco  vot¬ 
ers  in  2000,  money  for  the  interi¬ 
or  of  the  library  -  furniture,  fix¬ 
tures,  tables,  chairs,  lamps,  desks 
and  computers  -  cannot  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  public  bond  funds.  The 
Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  aims  to  address 
this  concern  at  the  meeting. 

The  committee  hopes  to  at¬ 
tract  a  representative  group  of 
Richmond  neighborhood  leaders 
and  library  advocates. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Marian  Chatfield-Taylor  at  the 
Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  at  (415)  437-4859 
or  e-mail  her  at  marian.ctay- 
lor@  f  riendssfpl  .org. 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

is  a  fun  little  everything  store 
right  in  your  neighborhood! 

•  Greeting  Cards 

•  Fun  Gifts 

•  Originai  Art 

3423  Balboa  St. 

between  35th  and  36th  ave’s 

(415)  831-5477 


Curious?  Check  it  out! 


Yoshi-Ya 

Japanese  Restaurant 


7001  Geary  Blvd.,  at  34th  Ave.,  San  Francisco  •  Mon.  -  Sun.  5  p.m.  -  10  p.m. 
FREE  PARKING  •  Tel:  415-668-8699  •  Fax:  415-668-9128 


Maguro  $1.99  (2  pcs) 

Combination  Bento  Box 

(served  w/  miso  soup,  salad  and  rice) 

A)  Tempura  B)  Beef  Teriyaki  C)  Salmon  Teriyaki 

$9.99  $9.99  $13.99 

-Chicken  Teriyaki  -Tonkatsu  -Chicken  Tempura 

-Calif.  Roll  -Calif.  Roll  -Sashimi 


Albacore  $1.99  (2  pcs) 


$1.99  Sushi! 

Dozens 
of  Choices 


DINNER  ENTREES 

(Served  with  Miso  Soup,  Salad  and  Steamed  Rice) 


Stir-Fried  Seafood  (Seafood  slir-fried  w/spicy  honey  teriyaki)....  $10.99 


Grilled  Tuna  Steak . 9.99 

Beef  Teriyaki . 9.99 

Squid  Teriyaki . 8.50 

Chicken  Katsu  (cutlets  served  with  tonkatsu  sauce) . 6.99 

Barbecued  Chicken . 6.99 

ShoyU  Beef  (Pantrled  pepper  soy  sauce  steak) . 9.99 

Salmon  Teriyaki  or  Shio-Yaki . . 9.99 

Vegetable  Tempura  (Comb  of  battered  deep  fried  vegetables)....  6.99 

Mahi  Mahi  (GnlleO  mahi  mahi  with  hot  mustard  teriyaki) . 9.99 

Chicken  Kara-Age  (Japanese  style  tried  chicken) .  6.99 

Tonkatsu  iPork  cutlets  served  with  tonkatsu  sauce) . 7.99 

Tempura  Dinner  (Deep  tned  4  targe  prawns  &  battered  vegetables)  8.99 
Saba  Teriyaki  or  Shio-Yaki . 7.99 


EARLY  BIRD 
SPECIAL: 
Free  Wakame 
Salad  or 
California  Roll 

(5  -  6  p.m.  only) 


\10%0ff 


I  $10  Minimum 
[  Purchase  Required 

I  Expires  4/15/04 


Photo:  Philip  Libofio  Gang! 

Pat  Sullivan  takes  advantage  of  a  sunny,  warm  day 
to  take  a  Valentine's  Day  stroii,  with  his  wife  and 
grandson  Derek  Harrison,  aiong  Lake  Street,  near 
18th  Avenue. 

Mayor  a  no-show  at 
merchants'  luncheon 


Valentine's  stroll 


New  SF  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  was  a  no-show  at  the 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchants  and  Property  Owners 
Association  luncheon  Feb.  24 
because  he  was  on  national  radio 
and  television  shows  defending 
his  controversial  decision  to  al¬ 
low  same-sex  marriages. 
Newsom  was  supposed  to  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  event. 

More  than  400  people  attend¬ 
ed  the  luncheon,  which  was  held 
at  the  Cathedral  Hill  Hotel. 

At  the  luncheon,  several  long¬ 
time  merchants  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  leaders  were  honored  for 
their  community  contributions, 
including:  Ernie  Louie,  from 


State  Farm  Insurance;  Bert 
Bomersine,  from  the  House  of 
Flowers;  Isabel  Kazemi  and 
Surveen  Singh,  from  Richmond 
Vision  Care;  Dr.  David 
Werdegar  and  Ken  Donnelly, 
from  the  Institute  on  Aging;  and 
Albert  Levy,  from  Aladdin  Rugs. 

Ron  Miguel,  president  of  the 
Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond,  and  David  Heller, 
president  of  the  Geary 
Merchants  Association,  made 
presentations  recognizing  the 
merchants  and  the  SF  Police 
Officers  Association,  which 
showed  a  film  about  the  arrest  of 
a  scam  artist  trying  to  take  mer¬ 
chants  on  Geary  Boulevard. 


Bruce  has  listed 
and  sold  a  variety 
of  San  Francisco 
property  during 
2003.  Let  him 
help  you  with  your 
Real  Estate  needs 
in  2004! 


PresUi*  fldgkts,  Rickaaid,  Mm- 


Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  Hallanan 
Real  Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mckleroyl^l  800filbert.com 


Ritchie 

Hallanan 
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anted: 

Concerned 

Citizens 


Police  Beat 


The  Richmond 
District  Commun¬ 
ity/Police  Forum, 

Friends  of  Sutro 
Park,  Coalition  to 
Save  Ocean  Beach 
and  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  associations  invite  residents,  mer¬ 
chants  and  citizens  to  attend  a  special 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  March  16.  The  focus 
is  “traffic  calming  along  Fulton  Street.” 

There  is  a  growing  community  concern 
that  the  traffic  flow  along  Fulton  Street, 
between  Arguello  Boulevard  and  the 
Great  Highway,  is  unsafe  for  pedestrians, 
motorists  and  the  neighborhood. 

The  SF  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  will  present  information  on  what  a 
traffic-calming  program  entails.  The  group 
will  discuss  whether  or  not  our  communi¬ 
ty  would  commit  to  organizing  and  imple¬ 
menting  a  long-term,  traffic-calming  pro¬ 
ject  on  Fulton  Street. 

We  need  your  input  and  commitment  to 
this  worthwhile  project.  Please  mark  your 
calendar  and  attend  this  meeting. 


Capt.  Sandra  Tong 


the  accident  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  Wu 
carefully  pursued  the  hit-and-run  vehicle 
but  briefly  lost  sight  of  it.  With  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  observant  pedestrians,  he  identi¬ 
fied  the  vehicle  once  again  weaving  in  and 
out  of  traffic.  Wu  made  a  traffic  stop  at 
Geary  and  Funston  Avenue  and  detained 
two  occupants. 

The  pedestrian  was  treated  and  released 
for  injuries  to  the  right  leg  and  right  el¬ 
bow.  After  a  thorough  investigation,  the 
driver  of  the  vehicle  was  arrested  for 
felony  hit  and  run,  speeding  and  various 
traffic  infractions. 

Wu  is  to  be  commended  for  his  keen 
observation  and  for  safely  pursuing  and 
detaining  the  suspect’s  vehicle. 

April  Meeting 


Good  Arrest  of  Hit-and-Run 
Suspect 

On  Feb.  21,  at  about  10:15  p.m.,  offi¬ 
cer  Andy  Wu  was  conducting  a  traffic  stop 
at  Third  Avenue  and  Geary  Boulevard 
when  he  heard  a  loud  noise.  Officer  Wu 
turned  his  attention  towards  the  noise  and 
saw  a  white  vehicle  strike  a  pedestrian  rid¬ 
ing  a  skateboard.  The  vehicle  fled  from 


The  Richmond  District 
Community/Police  Forum  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  April  20,  1  p.m.,  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station.  The  tentative 
guest  speaker  will  be  from  the  SF 
Department  of  Public  Health  to  discuss 
neighborhood  code  violations. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the  commanding 
officer  at  the  Richmond  Police  Station. 


Police  Blotter 


Robbery  whh  Gun:  Feb.  3,  2:10  p.m., 
2000  Block  of  Clement  Street 

A  suspect  walked  into  a  rug  store  and 
asked  the  sales  attendant  questions  about 
rugs  and  mattresses  on  sale.  After  15  min¬ 
utes,  the  suspect  left  the  store,  only  to  re¬ 
enter  two  minutes  later. 

The  suspect  turned  his  back  to  the  at¬ 
tendant  and  put  a  black  glove  on  his  right 
hand.  When  he  turned  around  to  face  the 
salesman,  he  was  holding  a  black  semi-au¬ 
tomatic  handgun  in  the  gloved  hand. 

"Turn  around  and  put  your  hands  on 
the  rug,  or  I’ll  shoot  you,”  he  said.  The 
victim  complied,  placing  his  hands  on  a 
hanging  rug  on  the  wall  behind  him. 
When  the  victim  pleaded  with  the  suspect 
not  to  shoot  him  because  he  had  two  kids, 
the  suspect  replied,  “1  have  two  children 
too.” 

The  suspect  frisked  the  victim,  taking 
his  wallet  before  demanding  to  know 
where  he  kept  “the  big  money.” 

When  the  victim  said  he  did  not  keep 
large  amounts  of  money  at  the  store,  the 
suspect  looked  in  a  drawer  before  taking 
off  on  foot. 

Police  who  arrived  at  the  scene  found 
the  victim  in  tears.  A  search  of  the  suspect 
was  to  no  avail. 

Aggravated  Assault  with  Weapon: 
Feb.  21,  2:30  a.m.,  3700  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

A  group  of  friends  were  having  dinner 
at  a  restaurant  when  a  group  of  five  or  six 
young  male  suspects  began  making  rude 
comments  to  the  victim  and  his  friends. 
One  of  the  suspects  threw  some  food  at 
the  victims,  causing  one  man  in  the  crowd 
to  shield  his  friends  from  the  flying  food. 
He  was  hit  in  the  head  by  an  unknown  ob¬ 
ject. 

The  group  of  suspects  fled  the  restau¬ 
rant  before  police  arrived.  The  victim  was 
treated  by  medics  and  released  at  the 
scene. 

Malicious  Mischief,  Graffiti,  Real  or 
Personal  Property,  Vandalism  to 
Vehicle:  Feb.  15,  8  a.m.,  600  Block  of 
22nd  Avenue 

Police  responded  to  a  call  about  van¬ 
dalism,  in  which  five  residences  on  a 
block  were  victimized.  Somewhere  be¬ 
tween  11  p.m.  and  8  a.m.,  the  unknown 
suspect(s)  sprayed  black  paint  on  the 
garage  doors  of  five  homes  and  on  the 
passenger  side  of  a  car.  One  homeowner 
awoke  to  see  the  damage  and  alerted  her 
neighbors.  She  said  a  similar  crime  had 
happened  to  her  last  year. 


All  the  victims  were  given  the  number 
of  the  Graffiti  Abatement  program. 
Photographs  were  taken  of  the  vandalized 
property. 

Attempted  Robbery,  with  Force:  Jan. 
8,  5:45  p.m.,  200  Block  of  18th  Avenue 

A  15-year-old  male  was  waiting  out¬ 
side  the  Richmond  Recreation  Center 
when  three  suspects  approached  and  de¬ 
manded  money. 

The  suspects  pushed  the  victim  against 
the  wall  and  went  through  his  pockets. 
The  victim  tried  to  break  free  but  was 
pushed  to  the  ground.  Eventually,  he  was 
able  to  escape  and  call  for  help  at  the 
recreation  center.  The  victim,  who  had  his 
head  pushed  into  a  wall  during  the  scuffle, 
was  uninjured. 

Police  arrived  and  failed  to  find  the 
suspects  after  a  sweep  of  the  area. 

Burglary,  Vehicle  (Arrest  made). 
Stolen  Property,  Possession  with 
Knowledge:  Feb.  2,  2:51  a.m..  Near  the 
Intersection  of  Blake  and  Anza  Streets 

A  man  heard  a  noise  outside  his  home 
and  looked  to  see  one  suspect  inside  a 
parked  pickup  truck  and  another  suspect 
circling  the  vehicle  with  a  metal  pole.  The 
man  with  the  pole  tried  to  pry  the  truck’s 
camper  shell  open. 

While  the  witness  was  on  the  phone 
with  dispatch,  he  saw  the  suspect  climb 
into  the  back  of  the  vehicle. 

Police  arrived  at  the  area  of  the  break- 
in  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  witness, 
drove  past  the  vehicle  to  catch  up  with 
two  suspects,  who  fled  northbound  on 
foot.  The  police  officers  drove  northbound 
on  Blake  Street  and  apprehended  the  two 
suspects. 

A  computer  criminal  check  on  both 
suspects  turned  up  an  active  probation  for 
one  of  the  suspects,  prompting  a  warrant¬ 
less  search.  The  search  turned  up  a  set  of 
motor  vehicle  master  keys,  a  flashlight 
and  a  lighter,  which  the  truck’s  owner  lat¬ 
er  identified  as  his. 

The  witness  positively  identified  the 
two  suspects  as  the  people  he  had  seen 
breaking  into  the  truck.  ^ 

A  trace  of  the  truck’s  owner  found  that 
the  he  lived  across  town  and  that  the  vehi¬ 
cle  had  earlier  been  stolen  from  Jones  and 
Sutter  streets  and  parked  in  the  location 
where  it  was  later  burglarized.  The  vehicle 
was  illegally  parked  when  it  was  burglar¬ 
ized. 

Both  suspects  were  booked  at 
Richmond  Station. 


Apartments  starting  from  $2,700 


Independent  &  Assisted  Living 
1601  19ch  Ave.,  San  Francisco 

www.kiscoseniorlivine.com  *  License  #385600148  r?t 

o  uico 


Discover  BridgePoint 


San  Francisco’s  favorite  senior 
living  community 

More  important  than  our  historic  location 
are  the  residents  that  call  BridgePoint 
home.  Doctors.  Teachers.  Artists.  Poets.  They 
come  from  diverse  backgrounds,  and  have 
discovered  a  wonderful  life  at  BridgePoint.  A  life 
where  they’re  encouraged  to  share  their  talents  — 
and  develop  new  ones. 

We’re  conveniently  located  near  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge.  Make  plans  to  visit  us  soon. 


Call  today  to 
schedule  a 
personal  tour. 

(415)  664-6264 


Think  we  recycled 
180,000  tons 
of  paper  last  year 
for  our  hea  Ith? 


You  bet. 


You  con  now  recycle  oil  types  of  poper,  including  newspaper,  magazines,  cordboord,  junk 
moil,  and  more.  This  is  just  one  of  the  ways  you  con  help  us  achieve  our  gool  of  increasing 
San  Francisco's  recycling  to  75%.  Which  means  less  pollution  and  less  landfill.  It's  all  part 
of  our  effort  to  moke  the  city  we  call  home  a  healthier  place  to  live.  And  that  should  make 
everyone  feel  better. 


Sunset  Scavenger  Compony 

SF  Environment 

(415)330-1300  ^ 

Oor  home.  Our  dty.  Our  plon«t. 

Golden  Gote  Disposal  sMuntcMiMsicoMMNt 

r 

&  Recycling  Company  nSfSJc'ST 

(415)  355-3700  SFEnvironmenr.com 

(415)626-4000 
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Iji  February,  after  many 
months  of  di.scussions  with 
community  stakeholders,  I 
introduced  an  ordinance  that  ad¬ 
dresses  a  challenging  problem 
for  city  policy-makers,  develop¬ 
ers  and  residents  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Increasingly,  develop¬ 
ers  are  asking  the  SF  Planning 
Commission  and  the  SF  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  allow  them  to 
exceed  the  density  and  height 
limits  allowed  under  current 
zoning.  Often,  lhe.se  projects  are 
in  areas  undergoing  comprehen¬ 
sive.  community-based  planning 
efforts  that  include  rez.oning  the 
area. 

For  example,  in  January  the 
Planning  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  gave  ap¬ 
proval  to  very  large  projects  on 
Rincon  Hill  that  greatly  exceed¬ 
ed  the  densities  and  heights  al¬ 
lowed  under  the  zoning  in  place 
for  that  area.  The  project  came 
before  the  board  after  repeated 
delays  in  completion  of  a  Rincon 
Hill  area  rez.oning  plan.  We  have 


faced  many  simi¬ 
lar  individual  pro¬ 
jects  .seeking  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  zoning 
limits  while  area 
planning  efforts 
were  in  progress. 

The  Public 
Benefits  Incentive 
Zoning  ordinance 
would  replace  this  piecemeal  ap¬ 
proach  with  predictable  and  sys¬ 
tematic  development  standards 
for  such  projects.  Public  Benefits 
Incentive  Zoning  (PBIZ)  would 
give  developers  incentives  to 
build  good  housing,  while  recog¬ 
nizing  the  need  to  preserve  the 
cultural  and  economic.diversity 
of  San  Francisco's  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  PBIZ  would  al.so  ensure 
that  new  development  con¬ 
tributes  to  creating  complete,  vi¬ 
brant  and  healthy  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  It  would  create  a  more 
predictable  real  estate  environ¬ 
ment  by  making  clear  the  terms 
on  which  density  "bonuses" 
would  be  permitted. 


Benefits  of 
rezoning 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 


FOGBELT  STUDIO 

Parkside/Sunset  -  Fine  Art  &  Craft  Classes 
during  our  off-season  Jan.  -  June: 


Polymer  Clay 
Painting  with  Wax 
Knitting 

Acrylic  Painting 
Photography 


(Boxes  &  Books)  (Beginners) 
(Level  2)  (studio  avail. 

(Begin)  byappt.) 

(Cont.  Basic)  (Scan  +  Grid) 

(Basic  Darkroom) 
for  details:  www.fogbeltstudio.com 
kathy@>fogbeltstudio.com  (4 1 5)  66 1  -8502 


BE  PART  OF  A  VITAL 
LUTHERAN  COMMUNITY 

Traditional  Lutheran  liturgy  and  hymns  -  Sunday  8:00  a.m. 
Contemporary  style  worship  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m. 

Sunday  school,  youth  programs,  adult  fellowship,  Sunday  nursery 


Part  of  Zion  Ministries  •  LCMS 

LUTH  ERAN  495  9lh  Avciitic  at  Aiiza 
CHURCH  Call  415-221-7500  or  visit  zioiisf.org 


PBIZ  would  replace  the  cur¬ 
rent  permissive  zoning  in  many 
districts,  which  has  fueled  a 
speculative  real  estate  market 
and  created  uncertainty  for  busi¬ 
nesses  and  communities.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  PBIZ  will  supersede  fickle 
“spot  zoning”  and  planned  unit 
developments  (PUDs),  which  are 
granted  on  a  site-by-site  basis 
and  effectively  increase  land  val¬ 
ues  without  a  clear  public  benefit 
requirement. 

Moreover,  since  the  PBIZ 
concept  was  born  out  of  commu¬ 
nity  planning  processes,  not  only 
will  new  development  better  ad¬ 
dress  public  benefit  goals  but  de¬ 
velopers  will  also  have  greater 
certainty  that  their  projects  will 
receive  important  community 
support. 

This  ordinance  would  apply 
to  developers  requesting  density 
or  height  increases  above  what  is 
allowed  under  current  zoning. 
PBIZ  would  create  a  framework 
for  allowing  increased  density 
and/or  increased  height  to  be 
granted  to  a  development  site 
under  certain  circumstances. 
When  a  variance  or  rezoning 
(such  as  a  “Special  Use 
District”)  is  requested  by  a  de¬ 
veloper,  a  new  maximum  devel¬ 
opment  “envelope”  for  the  lot 
would  be  determined,  taking  into 
account  good  design  and  sun¬ 
light  issues. 

If  the  developer  wishes  to 
build  to  this  new.  larger,  maxi¬ 
mum  project  size.  PBIZ  would 
require  them  to  provide  a  public 
benefit  in  proportion  to  the  addi¬ 
tional  floor  area  they  receive. 
Public  benefits  would  come  from 
the  following  menu  of  options: 
affordable  housing,  preferably 
family-sized  homes  or  senior 
homes,  for-sale  or  rental;  com¬ 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  30  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


prn  Higher  Returns 

on  your  Time  Deposits! 


%  APY' 
6-Month 


Take  advantage  of  the  special  rate, 

act  now  and  enjoy  higher  interest 
on  your  money! 


'Limited  time  offer  for  personal  accounts  only  and  subject  to 
change  without  notice.  Minimum  balance  $5,000.  Interest 
compounded  daily.  Fees  could  reduce  earnings  on  the 
account.  Penalty  for  early  withdrawal.  APY  is  Annual 
Percentage  Yield.  Rate  accurate  as  of  January  26,  2004. 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


San  Francisco 
1023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
16605E.  GaleAvenue 
626.912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road  _ 

808.973.4500  R>l€  Isl 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


munity-serving 
spaces,  such  as 
libraries  or 
meeting  rooms; 
public  open 
space;  or  light 
industrial  (pro¬ 
duction,  distri¬ 
bution  and  re¬ 
pair)  spaces, 
where  appropriate. 

Public  Benefits  Incentive 
Zoning  provides  a  stark  contrast 
to  other  recent  efforts  that  would 
encourage  development  by  offer¬ 
ing  density  bonuses  to  develop¬ 
ers.  While  PBIZ  similarly  cre¬ 
ates  a  mechanism  for  allowing 
density  and  height  bonuses,  it  in¬ 
cludes  four  fundamental  provi¬ 
sions  that  ensure  it  serves  com¬ 
munities  and  neighborhoods,  and 
not  just  developers:  1)  PBIZ  is 
being  developed  through  a  pro¬ 
cess  of  public  discussions  and 
consultations  with  supervisors, 
the  SF  Planning  Department  and 
the  affected  neighborhoods;  2) 
PBIZ  gives  precedence  to  local 
community  planning  processes, 
like  the  Better  Neighborhoods 
program,  to  establish  appropriate 
zoning  and  development  stan¬ 
dards;  3)  PBIZ  serves  a  range  of 
low-  to  moderate-income  resi¬ 
dents  who  need  housing  that  is 
affordable,  both  rental  and 
homeownership;  and  4)  PBIZ  is 


based  on  the  principle  that  it 
takes  more  than  housing  to  build 
a  healthy,  balanced  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

This  legislation  promotes  a 
win-win  approach  to  foster  good 
development  for  San  Francisco. 
By  forging  a  private/public  part¬ 
nership  vision,  we  can  offer  pri¬ 
vate  developers  economic  incen¬ 
tives  and  create  the  means  to 
provide  public  benefits  that  will 
make  their  development  more 
successful. 

I  look  forward  to  a  dynamic 
community  dialogue  with  ail 
stakeholders  contributing  their 
ideas  and  visions  for  the  future 
of  San  Francisep. 

Next  Town  Hall  Meeting 

1  want  to  invite  you  to  our 
next  District  1  T  own  Hall 
Meeting  to  be  held  on  Saturday, 
March  20,  from  10  a.m.  to  noon, 
at  the  Richmond  Recreation 
Center,  251  18th  Ave.,  between 
Clement  and  California  streets. 
The  meeting  will  focus  on  public 
safety  issues  in  District  1.  We 
have  invited  our  new  chief  of 
police.  Heather  Fong,  to  join  us 
and  share  her  vision  for  keeping 
our  community  safe  and  secure. 

I  hope  you  will  join  us. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


New  Mini  Medical  School 
kicks  off  at  UCSF  in  March 


The  University  of  California 
at  San  Francisco  (UCSF)  kicks 
off  its  sixth  Mini  Medical  School 
-  a  six-week  series  of  lectures 
every  Wednesday,  from  March 
17  to  April  21  -  focusing  on  the 
theme  “learn  and  discover.” 

The  Mini  Medical  School  is 
open  to  the  public  and  designed 
for  people  who  want  to  learn 
more  about  science  and  the  intri¬ 
cate  workings  of  the  human 
body.  The  course  will  meet  at 
UCSF’s  Cole  Hall,  located  at 
513  Parnassus  Ave.,  from  7  p.m. 
to  9  p.m.  Each  class  features  a 
one-hour  lecture  followed  by  a 
question-and-answer  session. 

Participants  also  have  the  op¬ 
tion  of  signing  up  for  “elective” 
classes  on  Saturday,  April  3,  that 
include  one-hour  visits  to  vari¬ 
ous  UCSF  Medical  Center  units 
and  explanation  of  campus  re¬ 
search  and  computer  labs. 

“Mini  Med  is  structured  to 
approximate  some  of  the  core 


learning  that  health  science  stu¬ 
dents  experience  in  their  first 
two  years  of  study,”  said  Allan 
Basbaum,  Ph.D.,  UCSF  profes¬ 
sor  and  chair  of  the  Anatomy 
Department.  He  serves  as  Mini 
Med  course  director  and  series 
moderator. 

The  Mini  Med  faculty  will  in¬ 
clude  UCSF  teachers  and  scien¬ 
tists  who  have  received  teaching 
awards.  The  faculty  will  discuss 
the  latest  findings  in  health  sci¬ 
ences  research  and  patient  care. 

Participants  are  not  required 
to  do  homework  or  take  exams. 
Tuition  for  the  course  is  $75. 
Space  is  limited  to  400,  so  early 
registration  is  encouraged. 
Parking  at  the  UCSF  campus 
garage  is  $3  per  session. 

For  registration  information, 
call  the  UCSF  Public  Affairs  of¬ 
fice  at  (415)  476-2557  or  e-mail 
sgettys@pubaff.ucsf.edu.  For 
more  information  about  UCSF, 
visit  www.ucsf.edu. 


Make 

learning  a  game! 


trend’s  ^  Flash  Cards 


Proven  effective  for  le;trning 
basic  skills!  TREND  ha.s  17  titles 
for  language  ails  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 

•  l8Sh  1 

‘  '  carcisj 


individual  and 
group  practice. 


A  flash  I  ’ 


-  ^ 
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Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 
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Geriatric  Depression 
Workshops  to  be  held  at 
UCSF 

UCSF  Mental  Health 
Professionals  are  holding  two 
discussions  to  help  seniors  iden¬ 
tify  and  get  help  for  symptoms 
of  late  life  depression  and  how 
to  cope  with  stress. 

The  first  discussion, 
"Understanding  Late  Life 
Depression,"  will  be  held  Friday, 
March  5,  at  6:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Langley  Porter  Hospital’s  audi¬ 
torium,  UCSF  Parnassus 
Campus,  located  at  401 
Parnassus  Ave. 

The  other  discussion  will  be 
held  at  the  same  location  on 
Monday,  March  8,  at  3  p.m. 

Specific  services  and  pro¬ 
grams  for  seniors  at  UCSF  will 
also  be  discussed. 

For  more  information  about 
this  program  or  other  social  ser¬ 
vices  available  to  seniors,  call 
(415)  476-7439. 

Business  Recycles  Old 
Greeting  Cards 

Old  holiday,  birthday  and  oth¬ 
er  types  of  greeting  cards  can  be 
donated  to  St.  Jude’s  Ranch  in 
Nevada,  where  the  children  liv¬ 
ing  there  cut  them  up  and  paste 
them  onto  a  pre-printed  card 
stock.  The  youths  get  15  cents 
per  usable  card,  which  is  put  into 
a  college  or  other  fund  for  the 
youth. 

St.  Jude’s  Ranch  for  Children 
is  a  non-profit  group  that  pro¬ 
vides  a  home  for  abused,  aban¬ 
doned,  neglected  and  other  "at 
risk”  children. 

To  donate  cards,  drop  them 
off  at  the  Standard  5&10,  locat¬ 
ed  at  3545  California  St,  in  the 
Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center. 
For  more  information,  call  751- 
5767. 

Become  an  International 
Folk  Dancer 

Chang’s  International  Folk 
Dancers,  the  oldest  operating 
folk  dance  club  in  the  nation,  in¬ 
vites  couples  and  singles  of  all 
ages  and  levels  to  join  its  March 
dance  group.  The  class  encom¬ 
passes  music  and  dance  from  the 
Balkans,  Israel,  China,  Finland, 
Sweden,  Philippines,  Scotland 
and  the  U.S. 

The  final  evening  of  the 
three-Friday  series  is  a  “party 
night”  of  dancing,  feasting  on  a 
potluck  dinner  and  socializing. 
The  group  meets  at  the  Seventh 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 
Social  Hall,  1329  Seventh  Ave„ 
Friday  nights,  8  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.,  $4  admission  at  the  door. 
For  more  information,  call  332- 
1020. 

Public  Urged  to  be  Smart 
When  Hiring  Contractors 

As  Californians  prepare  their 
homes  for  the  cold  winter  season 
with  new  roofs,  insulation,  out¬ 
door  lining,  weather  stripping 
and  so  on,  the  California 
Contractors  State  License  Board 
(CSLB)  is  urging  homeowners  to 
exercise  their  rights  in  hiring  and 
managing  contractors. 

Contractors  who  perform 
work  on  a  project  priced  at  $500 
or  more  must  be  licensed  by  the 
CSLB.  CSLB  has  also  just  pro¬ 
duced  a  new  consumer  guide. 
Tips  for  Hiring  a  Roofing 
Contractor:  A  Consumer’s 
Rights  and  Responsibilities.  This 
pamphlet  gives  consumers  the 
basics  on  repairing  versus  replac¬ 
ing  their  roofs  and  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  a  roofing  project.  For 


more  information,  call  1-800- 
321-2752  or  visit  the  web  site  at 
www.cslb.ca.gov. 

Ombudsmen  Needed  to 
Help  Seniors 

The  California  Department  of 
Aging  is  expanding  protections 
for  people  living  in  nursing 
homes  by  recruiting  additional 
volunteer  long-term  care  (LTC) 
ombudsmen,  who  will  be  trained 
and  certified.  The  program  plans 
to  train  hundreds  of  new  om¬ 
budsmen  to  help  nursing  home 
residents,  their  families  and 
friends  understand  and  exercise 
nursing  home  rights  guaranteed 
by  state  law. 

Ombudsmen  act  as  advocates 
to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
residents  at  LTC  facilities,  regu¬ 
larly  visit  local  facilities,  moni¬ 
tor  conditions  and  provide  sup¬ 
port  and  resolve  problems.  In 
2003,  more  than  1,400  ombuds¬ 
men  statewide  received  com¬ 
plaints  from  nursing  home  resi¬ 
dents  and  successfully  resolved 


more  than  15,000  of  them.  For 
more  information,  call  (800) 
510-2020. 

Exchange  for  Hazardous 
Thermometers 

Helping  rid  households  of  a 
toxic  but  little  known  hazard, 
UCSF  and  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  have  launched  a  pro¬ 
gram  enabling  residents  to  ex¬ 
change  mercury  thermometers 
for  safer  digital  versions  at  no 
cost. 

Thermometers  containing 
mercury,  a  liquid  metal,  have  be¬ 
come  an  increasing  environmen¬ 
tal  concern  in  recent  years.  The 
UCSF  bookstore  at  500 
Parnassus  Ave.  is  the  first  perma¬ 
nent  safe  disposal  site  in  the 
City. 

Thermometers  can  be  ex¬ 
changed  during  normal  business 
hours:  Monday  through  Friday,  8 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  Saturday,  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

For  more  information,  call 
476-1666. 


The  Community  Learning 
Center  at  St.  James  has 
New  Ciasses  and  Events 


Chinese  Cooking  Demonstration 
'^You'll  Never  Wok  Alone" 

Demonstration  Presented  by  Carole  Jan  Lee 
Discover  Simple  Ways  to  Spice  up  your  Everyday  Meals! 
Saturday,  March  13,  11  a.m.  -  1  p.m.,  $5  fee 
The  Lesson  will  be  served  for  lunch. 

Please  call  to  reserve  a  spot  by  March  7. 

Tot  Time! 

For  newborns  -  2  year  olds  and  their  caregivers 
Playtime,  pairenting  discussion  and  music  with  Becky  Des 
Roches,  PhD  in  Developmental  Psych. 

Thursdays  10:15  a.m,  -  11:30  a.m.,  $8  per  class 

FREE  PUPPET  SHOW! 

Wednesday,  March  10  at  3:00  p.m.  Fun  for  all  ages! 

The  Puppet  Company  will  present  "Puppet  Circus." 

To  sign  up  for  a  class,  call  (415)  706-3748 


CLC  at  St.  James  Church 
4620  California  St.  @  8th  Ave. 


Service 

I  listen. 

Listen,  understand  and  dreams 
can  come  true.  I  believe  that 
expression  and  live  by  it.  I  pay 
close  attention  to  what  you  tell 
me,  then  follow  through  with 
the  services  you  expect. 

Whether  you  are  buying  or 
selling  a  home,  I  am  prepared 
to  hear  you  out,  to  let  you 
share  all  your  real  estate 
dreams,  desires  and  expecta¬ 
tions  with  me.  It’s  the  only 
way  I  can  understand  the 
direction  you  wish  to  take  — 
and  the  only  way  I  can  influ¬ 
ence  the  outcome. 

After  I  listen,  I  am  also  pre¬ 
pared  to  follow  through  with 
action  —  the  kind  that  can 
make  a  difference  to  you  and 
your  family. 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 

(415)447-6231 


Pacific  Union 
Residentiai  Brokerage 


1617  Balboa  Street  (bet.  i7th  &  I8th  Ave.) 
41 5/387-PACE (7223)  www.pacekids.com 


stretch/ 


strength 


cardio 


actually  weigh  what 
your  driver's  license  says 


fresh  moves,  new  music,  pure  motivation. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs;  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-lS-lT  for  information 


Jazzercise 

^  It  shows. 


1ST  CLASS 

FREE’' 


Pay  only  S42  a  month 
with  our  electronic 
payment  plan. 

'‘New  students  only 


TRADITIONAL  JAPANESE  CUISINE 


GOEMON  RESTAURANT 


IN  THE  SUNSET 

Satisfying  customers  for  over  20  years 
Sushi,  Tempura,  Teriyaki,  etc. 

Sushi  Bar  •  Real  Japanese  Design 
Authentic  Wood  Interior  •  Garden  View 
1524  Irving  St.  (Near  leth  Avenue)  •  664-2288 


Dinner  Only,  5:30  pm  - 10  pm  •  Closed  Monday 
Outdoor  Tables  Available 


10%  OFF 


With  this  advertisement. 

All  food  and  alcohol. 

Not  available  for  take-out  orders 
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Another  fight 
over  fate  of 
Central  Fwy. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz 


In  J  Surprise  move.  SF 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  in¬ 
troduced  a  resolution  that 
would  scrap  what  remains  of  the 
Central  Freeway,  a  vital  trans¬ 
portation  link  for  westside  resi¬ 
dents. 

For  the  last  four  years,  city 
officials,  in  concert  with 
Caltrans,  have  designed  and 
started  rebuilding  the  freeway 
back  to  Market  Street,  where  it 
would  connect  to  an  Octavia 
Boulevard  expressway  linked  to 
Fell  and  Oak  streets.  City  voters 
approved  the  $90  million  plan  in 
1999  (Proposition  I).  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  completed  next 
year. 

But  Dufty  tried  to  ramrod  a 
resolution  through  the  SF 
Transportation  Authority  that 


would  have  asked 
Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
to  scrap  the  pro¬ 
ject  and  4ceep  the 
money.  The 
Transportation 
Authority  is  com¬ 
prised  of  all  of  the 
members  of  the  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Fortunately.  SF  Supervisor 
Jake  McGoldrick  succeeded  in 
getting  the  resolution  shipped  to 
the  supervisor's  Land  U.se 
Committee  for  a  March  hearing 
.so  westside  residents  could  be 
heard. 

According  to  a  Strategic 
Analysis  Report  (SAR)  prepared 
by  Transportation  Authority  staff 
and  adopted  by  the 


Transportation  Authority  in 
February,  if  the  freeway  were 
scrapped  now  the  effects  would 
include: 

•  a  loss  of  $90  million  in 
funding  already  secured  to  re¬ 
build  the  freeway; 

•  an  additional  six  years  to 
complete  a  new  project; 

•  a  cost  of  $173  million  to 
$238  million  to  revisit  the 
Central  Freeway  project  and  re¬ 
build  it  from  scratch; 

•  the  need  for  a  10-lane  sur¬ 
face  road  to  handle  the  4,000  ve¬ 
hicles  per  hour  in  each  direction 
traffic  load; 

•  an  increase  in  commuter 
travel  times,  not  just  to  the  west- 
side,  but  also  to  the  Castro 
District  and  Upper  Market 
neighborhoods; 

•  delays  for  all  vehicle  traffic 
trying  to  cross  Division,  13th 
and  Octavia  streets  because  traf¬ 
fic  signals  would  have  to  remain 
green  for  long  periods  of  time  to 


keep  traffic  mov¬ 
ing  on  and  off  the 
shortened  Central 
Freeway. 

Other  obvious 
effects  of  scrap¬ 
ping  the  Central 
Freeway  include 
choking  surface 
streets  with  vehi¬ 
cles,  particularly  on  South  Van 
Ness  Avenue  and  Ninth  and  10th 
streets  in  the  South  of  Market 
area,  and  significantly  increasing 
the  amount  of  air  pollution  resi¬ 
dents  would  have  to  ingest.  The 
area  was  a  traffic  nightmare 
when  the  freeway  was  temporar¬ 
ily  closed  in  the  mid-'90s. 

As  well,  with  only  a  nub  of 
freeway  coming  down  at  Bryant 
Street,  traffic  would  back  up 
onto  Highway  101,  causing  a 
dangerous  situation  on  that  im¬ 
portant  thoroughfare. 

And  there  are  economic  con¬ 
sequences. 

Merchants  from  Japantown 
and  Hayes  Valley  told  supervi¬ 
sors  in  February  that  they  were 
already  hurting  financially  and 
that  scrapping  the  plan  to  bring 
the  freeway  down  at  Market 
Street  would  negatively  affect 
their  ability  to  make  a  living. 

But,  despite  the  numerous 
negative  impacts  associated  with 


aU^LL  ‘FOU‘R$  ‘P&SlWl'HQ 

SPECIALIZED  CARE  FOR  YOUR  SPECIAL  PET 

Services  Provided: 

•  Administer  fluids  •  Give  shots  •  Deliver  food 

•  Drive  your  pet  to  appointments 

•  Offer  peace  of  mind  to  any  worried  pet  owner 

Simone  Haas  has  been  a  Registered  Veterinary  Technician  for  six 
years  and  has  worked  in  many  of  the  Bay  Area’s  top  hospitals. 

Contact:  Simone  Haas  •  415-504-7116 

simonehaas94122@vahoo.com 
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JUST  10  MINUTES! 

FAST 

5  11  °  1 

OIL  CHANBO 

SERVICE 

San  Francisco 

19th  Avenue  &  Noriega  Street 
vvww.Penn10.com 

MICROTAX  INTERNATIONAL 

•  Income  tax  •  Accounting  Services 
_ »  Notary  Public  »  Payroll _ 

10  Years  of  Experience  -  Arkady  Uchenik 

Ph:  (415)  221-5766 
Fx:  (415)  386-8910 

auchenik@usa.net 

3930  Geary  Blvd.,  Ste.  1,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118 


the  plan,  the  authors  of  the  SAR 
report  tried  to  paint  the  situation 
in  a  rosy  light  to  augment 
Dufty 's  legislative-push  through 
the  supervisors. 

In  1997,  city  voters  said  we 
should  rebuild  the  Central 
Freeway  back  to  Fell  and  Oak 
streets,  the  terminus  for  the  free¬ 
way  prior  to  the  1989  Loma 
Prieta  Earthquake.  Two  ballot 
battles  later,  the  Octavia 
Boulevard  plan  was  settled  on  as 
the  best  option  for  Caltrans  to 
move  eastbound  and  westbound 
traffic  quickly,  safely  and  effi¬ 
ciently. 

When  city  voters  OK’d  the 
Octavia  Boulevard  plan  in  1999, 
many  of  the  local  people  who 
worked  to  rebuild  the  Central 
Freeway  decided  not  to  go  back 
to  the  ballot  to  try  to  rebuild  the 
freeway  back  to  Fell  and  Oak 
streets.  Instead,  we  decided  to 
try  to  make  the  plan  work  as  best 
as  possible  to  facilitate  the  needs 
of  people  traveling  east  and 
west. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors 
should  vote  to  proceed  with  that 
plan  and  not  let  Dufty’s  bad  faith 
effort  to  undermine  the  Central 
Freeway  project  succeed. 

Waiting  another  six  years  and 
throwing  away  $90  million  is  not 
a  prudent  course  of  action,  but 
sfranger  things  have  occurred  at 
City  Hall. 

It  is  important  that  residents 
living  in  the  westside  voice  their 
opinions  at  the  Land  Use 
Committee  hearing,  which  will 
be  held  at  City  Hall  on  Monday, 
March  15,  at  1  p.m. 

Otherwise,  an  already  bad  sit¬ 
uation  will  get  progressively 
worse  for  San  Franciscans  trying 
to  make  a  simple  trip  across 
town. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Review  and 
Sunset  Beacon  newspapers. 


Come  Celebrate  as  we  Spring  Into  Action 

at  our  Grand  Opening  Celebration 

Explore  our  many  new  and  expanded  offering  for  all  ages  at  our  day-long  festival  and  celebration.  -  SUHCtOy/  MOfCh  28 

Partic^xife  fri  a  sampling  of  programs  for  all  ages,  fake  a  tour  of  our  new  home  or  attend  one  of  three  signature  events  throughout  the  day. 


Sunday  Morning 

Toast  the  opening  of  the  JCCSF  with  a 
champagne  and  bagel  brunch,  followed  by 
The  Cultural  Connection:  Leaders  of  San  Francisco’s  Arts  Institutions 
In  conversation  with  Renee  Rothmann 
9:30-10:15  Champagne  and  bagel  brunch 
1 0:30- 1 1 :45  In  Conversation  with  Renee  Rothmann 

Sunday  Afternoon 

Enjoy  the  fun  and  frolicking  of 

The  New  Pickle  Circus 

Premiering  a  brand  new  show,  inspired  by  the  opening  of  the  now  JCCSFI 

2:00  p.m. 

Adults-  $12;  Child  2  and  over  -  $7;  Children  under  2  -  Free 


Sunday  Evening 

Sip  cocktails,  dance.  Jam  and  party 
wHh  one  of  San  Francisco’s  hottest  bands. 

The  Mumps 

a  mod  psychedelia  rock  band 
with  members  of  Casino  Royale 
7:00  pm  -  10:00  pm 
$10 

Cash  bar 


More  great  offering  throughout  the  day  include:  Jewish  studies  classes  •  Guest  speakers  and  author  events  •  Film  series  and  discussion  •  Wine  tasting 
Droptn  dance  classes  •  Wellness  programs  and  physical  therapy  consults  •  Activities  lor  children  •  Program  fair  •  Building  tours  throughout  the  day 


Tickets  required  for  selected  events.  Call  415.292.1200  or  visit  www.)ccsf.org 


Jewish  Community  Center  oj  San  Francisco 

3200  CaHfonua  Street  San  Franoaoo,  CA  941 1 8 
41 S.  292. 1200  www.jtxaT.org 

U/e,  Learning  &  Laughter 
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New  supervisor  follows 
in  family  footsteps 


by  George  McConnell 

Supervisor  Michela  Alioto-Pier's  office 
on  the  second  floor  in  City  Hall  is  just 
around  the  comer  from  Room  200,  where 
30  years  ago,  her  grandfather,  Joseph  L. 
Alioto,  held  court  for  eight  years  as  mayor 
of  San  Francisco. 

“I  was  close  with  my  grandfather  and 
he  was  very  helpful  to  me,”  she  said, 

Alioto-Pier  is  a  fifth  generation  San 
Franciscan  who  grew  up  in  Pacific 
Heights.  Her  father,  Joseph  M.  Alioto,  is 
an  anti-trust  attorney.  She  attended  local 
schools  before  enrolling  at  UCLA  to  study 
anthropology.  As  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  and  influential  family,  she  is  no 
stranger  to  the  world  of  politics.  Her  aunt, 
Angela  Alioto,  is  a  former  supervisor  and 
mayoral  candidate. 

Alioto-Pier’s  exposure  to  public  life 
made  a  deep  impression  and  led  to  her  de¬ 
cision  to  enter  public  service. 

“I  realized  at  an  early  age  that  govern¬ 
ment  was  a  good  place  to  get  things  done, 
and  I  had  a  desire  to  serve,”  Alioto-Pier 
said. 

She  began  her  career  working  for  'Vice 
President  Al  Gore  as  a  domestic  policy  ad¬ 
viser  on  telecommunications  policy. 

In  1995,  she  launched  the  first  of  three 
campaigns  when  she  moved  to  St.  Helena 
and  ran  for  the  First  Congressional  District 
seat,  which  covers  Del  Norte,  Humboldt, 
Lake  and  Mendocino  counties.  She  cap¬ 
tured  the  Democratic  Party’s  nomination 
from  a  field  of  five  candidates,  but,  in  a 
hard  and  bitter  race,  failed  to  unseat  in¬ 
cumbent  Frank  Riggs  in  the  general  elec¬ 
tion. 

In  1998,  she  was  her  party’s  nominee 
for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state.  In  that 
race,  she  lost  by  just  1.1  percent  of  the 
vote  to  Republican  Bill  Jones. 

In  2001,  she  ran  again  for  secretary  of 
state,  but  was  beaten  by  former  San 
Francisco  supervisor  and  Assemblyman 
Kevin  Shelley  in  the  Democratic  primary. 

She  served  on  the  SF  Port  Commission 
from  May  2003  until  she  was  appointed 
supervisor  for  District  2  on  Jan.  19  by 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom.  Her  appointment 
filled  the  vacancy  created  when  Newsom 
was  elected  mayor. 

In  a  body  known  more  for  contentious 
disagreement,  there  was  immediate  con¬ 
sensus  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  even 
by  the  mayor’s  fiercest  critics,  that 
Newsom  had  made  a  smart  choice. 

"I  wanted  to  appoint  someone  who  can 
work  with  everybody,”  Newsom  said. 

District  2  is  located  on  the  northern  tip 
of  the  San  Francisco  and  encompasses  Sea 
Cliff,  the  Presidio,  Laurel  and  Pacific 
Heights,  the  Marina  District  and  parts  of 
Russian  Hill. 

‘‘The  lack  of  jobs  is  the  main  issue  fac¬ 
ing  San  Francisco  today,”  said  Alioto-Pier. 

In  District  2,  she  said  education,  jobs, 
traffic,  utility  undergrounding  and  the 
yacht  harbor  are  priorities. 

“I  am  glad  to  be  here  and  I  welcome 


Photo  John  Oppcnhoimor 


Supervisor  Michela  Aiioto-Pier  in 
her  office  at  City  Hall  on  Feb.  17. 

ideas  and  suggestions  from  my  con¬ 
stituents,”  she  said. 

Alioto-Pier  currently  serves  on  the  su¬ 
pervisor’s  City  Services  Committee. 
Salaries  for  San  Francisco  supervisors 
were  recently  raised  to  $112,320  per  year. 

She  suffered  a  tragic  twist  of  fate  in 
1981  when  she  became  paralyzed  from 
the  waist  down  as  a  result  of  a  ski  lift  ac¬ 
cident.  Her  disability,  she  said,  did  not 
deter  her  ambitions. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  appointed 
her  to  the  President’s  National  Council  on 
Disabilities  Advisory  Board  when  she 
was  17  and  she  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
US-Japan  Summit  Conference  on 
Disabilities. 

Alioto-Pier  uses  a  hand-operated 
wheelchair  and  drives  a  Jeep  equipped 
with  special  hand-controls  to  get  around. 

“One  of  the  positive  things  I  have 
gained  from  my  disability  is  a  greater  un¬ 
derstanding  and  sympathy  for  others. 
Being  in  this  position  allows  me  to  help 
with  issues  affecting  the  disabled,”  she 
said. 

She  lives  with  her  husband,  Thomas 
Pier,  a  third  year  law  student,  and  their 
two  children  in  Pacific  Heights.  She  re¬ 
laxes  by  reading  and  spending  time  with 
her  family. 

“Being  a  supervisor  is  a  definitely  a 
full-time  job,”  Alioto-Pier  said. 

Like  her  predecessor,  she  is  considered 
a  moderate,  but  reiterates  that  she  is  not 
bound  by  Newsom’s  views  because  of  her 
appointment.  Her  term  expires  in  January 
2005.  In  November,  she  is  eligible  to  run 
for  two  consecutive  four-year  terms  be¬ 
fore  being  termed  out  as  a  supervisor. 

“Running  for  office  has  given  me  the 
opportunity  to  meet  lots  of  different  kinds 
of  people  and  exchange  ideas  and  opin¬ 
ions.  I  have  always  been  impressed  that 
people  really  want  to  believe,”  Alioto- 
Pier  said. 

Alioto-Pier  can  be  reached  at  her  City 
Hall  office  at  (415)  554-7752  or  by  e- 
mail  at  michela.alioto-pier@isfgov.org. 


^  LUCKY  RATES  ON  IRAs  ^ 


1-Year  IRA 

1.90^* 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $3,000 


18-Month  IRA 

2.00"^ 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $3,000 


Annual  percentage  yield  (APY)  effective  Febniary  23,  2004.  There  is  a  minimum  batmice  requirement  of  $3,000  to 
obtain  the  stated  APY  for  1  -Year  IRA  and  1 8-Month  IRAs.  Rates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Early  withdrawal 
penalties  may  be  imposed.  Fees  may  reduce  earnings  on  the  account  FDIC  insured  to  applicable  limits.  For  more 
information,  request  the  Account  Disclosures  and  Schedule  of  Fees  and  Charges. 


Sequoia  National  Bank 


65  Post  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  94104  •  415-781-0600 
699  Portola  Drive  •  San  Francisco  •  94127  •  415-661-4800 
WWW.SQNB.COM 


INVITES  YOU  TO  A  VERY  SPECIAL  NIGHT 


Our  O  C  Anniversary 

^  ^  Celebration 

Monday  Night, 

March  15th 

FEATURING 

Live  Music 

No  Limit*  25 C  Cocktails 
All  Night  with  Dinner 

25<  Cosmos,  Monhottons,  Morlinis,  Apple  Pucker  Martinis, 
Kamakazis  &  Soft  Drinks  /'  1  drink  only  w/o  dinner  purchase) 

•*AND*>» 

Each  Meal  Includes  a  Complimentary 
Riggio's  Original  Tiramisu" 

EVENING  MENU  SPECIALS 

Pan  Roasted  Local  Halibut  $19 

with  dungen'iss  crab  mashed  potatoes,  asparagus 
&  preserved  meyer  lemon  ^ 

Standing  Rib  Roast  of  Pork 
(Arista  di  Maialej  $  1 7.50 

with  sauteed  spinach  &  crisp  polenta 


PLUS 


$3 


drinks  all  month  long 

ALL  NIGHT  BAR  SPECIALS** 

Sunday  Apple  Pucker  Martini 
Monday  Cosmopolitan 
Wednesday  Margarita 
Tuesday  Classic  Vodka  Martini 
Thursday  Lemon  Drop 

AND  A  COMPLETE  MENU  OF  MARTINIS 
&  COCKTAILS  EACH  FOR  $5 


cafe'riggio 

HOURS 

4112  Geary  Blvd  (ol  5lh  Ave) 

Mon-Thurs  5  pm  lo  1 0  pm 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Fri-Sat  5  pm  to  1 1  pm 

T415.221.2114 

Sun  4:30  lo  10  pm  s 

F  41  5.387.91  19 

www.caferiggio.com 

"Special  Offers  Available 

Only  with  Purchase  of  Dinner 
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A  RENTER’S  WORST 


Discovering  your  landlord’s  insurance 
doesn’t  cover  your  stuff. 

That's  why  you  should  give  me'  a  call  about  renters  insurance. 

I'm  right  in  the  neighborhood,  offering  the  same  kind  of  affordable 
protection  millions  of  homeowners  trust  to  cover  {heir  "stuff." 

See  Agent  Ernie  Louie,  CLU 

Uc.  #0700879 

2209  Clement  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA 
(415)  752-6119 

Like  a  good  neighbor,  State  Farm  is  there* 

Slate  Farm  Firfe  and  Casualty  Company  ■  Sute  Farm  General  Insurance  Company  •  Home  Oflkes  Bloomington,  Hlinois 
State  Farm  Lloyds  •  Home  OfRce  Dallas.  Teiias  •  Slate  Farm  Rooda  Insurance  Company  •  Home  Office  Winter  Haven.  Florida 


DANGER:  Do  Not  Put  Your 
Home  On  the  Market 
Without  Getting  This 
FREE  Report  First 

Making  the  wrong  decisions  when  selling 
your  home  can  easily  cost  you  many  thousands 
of  dollars.  Most  sellers  don’t  even  know 
they’ve  made  mistakes  -  until  they  discover 
later  just  how  much  it  has  cost  them.  Do  not  let 
this  happen  to  you! 

Selling  fast  and  for  top  dollar  comes  from 
having  the  proper  knowledge,  information,  and 
proven  strategies.  To  get  your  own  FREE  copy 
of  this  informative  report  at  no  cost  or  obliga¬ 
tion,  simply  call  toll-free  24  hours 
1-888-760-8448,  ID#7993  for  a  free  recorded 
message.  Don’t  delay,  it  is  your  hard-earned 
money  on  the  line! 

Compliments  of  Chris  Sprague,  Zephyr  Real  Estate 


STATI  fAIM 


INSUIANCt 

RENTERS 

INSURANCE 

« 

statefarm.com'" 


SF's  Best  Ocean  View  Dining! 


Breakfast! 


Open  everyday  at  9am 

Serving  a  Delicious  Seaside  Breakfast  Menu! 


Open  Daily  Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 
Awesome  Ocean  Views,  Hand  Crafted  Brews 
Modern  American  Cuisine  with  Seaside  Accents 
California  Wine  List,  Full  Bar,  Abundant  Free  Parking 

415-386-8439  1000  Great  Highway 


WWW.BEACHCHALET.COM 


Alexandria  Theater  closes  doors 


Continued  from  page  1 

not  allowed  because  of  their 
dominance  and  proliferation. 

"We  are  going  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  Alexandria  and,  as  details 
become  available,  we  will  exam¬ 
ine  our  options,"  he  said. 

With  the  Alexandria  closed, 
the  Bridge,  Balboa  and  Four  Star 
will  be  the  only  three  remaining 
neighborhood  theaters  in  the 
Richmond  District. 

The  single-screen  Coronet 
Theater  was  purchased  by  the 
Institute  on  Aging  in  the  summer 
of  2000  from  United  Artists. 
Plans  are  underway  to  build  a 
low-income  apartment  complex 
with  health  and  recreational  ser¬ 
vices  for  senior  citizens. 

-  Carol  Dimmick 


Photo:  Philip  Llborlo  Gangl 


The  Alexandria  Theater,  located  on  Geary  Boulevard  at  18th 
Avenue,  closed  its  doors  for  good  Feb.  16.  Housing  is  planned  to  be 
constructed  at  the  site  of  the  theater  and  its  parking  lot 


Central  Fwy.  demolition  proposed 


Continued  from  page  1 

he  said. 

McGoldrick  predicted  that 
Dufty’s  resolution,  if  adopted, 
would  undo  years  of  planning, 
jeopardize  more  than  $90  mil¬ 
lion  in  funding,  undercut  the 
Octavia  Boulevard  Plan  devel¬ 
oped  to  revitalize  the  Hayes 
Valley  neighborhood  and  jeopar- 
dize  more  than  900  units  of 
needed  housing. 

Supervisor  Fiona  Ma  also 
weighed-in  against  the  resolu¬ 
tion. 

“I  am  supportive  of  a  long¬ 
term  study,  but  we  passed  the 
project,  funding  is  in  place  and  I 
think  we  ought  to  finish  it,”  Ma 
said. 

The  issue  of  how  or  even 
whether  to  rebuild  the  Central 
Freeway  has  been  the  subject  of 
controversy  for  more  than  a 
decade. 

After  the  freeway’s  structure 
was  critically  damaged  by  the 
Loma  Prieta  Earthquake  in  1989, 
it  took  four  ballot  measures  be¬ 
fore  voters  approved  Proposition 
1,  in  1999,  and  work  could  begin 
to  rebuild  the  freeway. 

The  plan  currently  under  con¬ 
struction  calls  for  the  freeway  to 
be  rebuilt  from  the  1- 
80/Highway  101  juncture  to 
Mission  Street,  with  on-  and  off¬ 
ramps  that  touch  down  on 
Market  Street,  at  Octavia  Street. 
The  project  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  mid-2005. 

At  the  center  of  the  contro¬ 


versy  are  the  Market  Street  on- 
and  off-ramps  currently  under 
construction. 

Residents  in  the  area  say  the 
removal  of  elevated  structures 
over  Market  and  Valencia  streets 
brought  a  feeling  of  openness  to 
the  area  which,  in  turn,  prompted 
neighborhood  groups,  pedestri¬ 
ans  and  bicyclists  to  request  re¬ 
locating  the  ramps  at  Bryant 
Street. 

But  merchants  and  residents 
from  Japantown.  the  Western 
Addition  and  Richmond  and 
Sunset  districts  told  members  of 
the  San  Francisco  Transportation 
Authority  (SFTA)  in  February 
that  they  were  suffering  without 
the  easy  access  the  freeway 
brings. 

“Our  neighborhood  has  been 
harmed,”  said  Linda  Jofuku,  a 
member  of  the  Japantown  Task 
Force.  She  told  committee  mem¬ 
bers  that  her  organization  was 
distributing  a  petition  that  op¬ 
poses  Dufty’s  resolution. 

Critics  of  the  resolution  also 
contend  the  matter  was  settled  at 
the  ballot  box  and  that  Dufty’s 
real  motive  for  the  last-minute 
maneuver  to  derail  the  project  is 
to  score  points  with  a  small,  but 
vocal,  group  of  opponents,  many 
of  whom  live  in  his  district. 

“He  is  doing  this  to  serve 
some  of  his  constituents.  We  al¬ 
ready  tore  down  the  Central 
Freeway  -  98  percent  of  it.  All 
we  are  trying  to  do  is  get  a 
ramp,”  McGoldrick  said. 

Dufty  admits  he  is  taking  a 


second  look  at  the  project  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  concerns  raised  by  his 
constituents,  but  he  insists  that 
slowing  the  project  down  to 
make  sure  good  planning  mea¬ 
sures  are  in  place  makes  sense. 

“The  neighbors  had  concerns 
that  the  openness  created  by  re- 

"We  passed 
the  project, 
funding  is  in 
place  and  I 
think  we 
ought  to 
finish  it." 

—  Supervisor  Fiona  Ma 

moving  the  freeway  will  be 
blighted  by  this  structure,”  he 
explained. 

Dufty  Spearheads  Two- 
Pronged  Attack  on 
Freeway 

By  introducing  a  resolution  to 
scrap  the  Central  Freeway,  it  was 
the  second  time  in  recent  months 
that  Dufty  tried  to  stall  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

Several  months  ago  he  asked 
the  SFTA  to  study  the  feasibility 
of  moving  the  ramps  back  to 
Bryant  Street. 

A  report  in  response  to 
Dufty’s  request  was  released  in 
'  December  that  concluded  that 
moving  the  ramps  would  trigger 
major  traffic  challenges,  delay 
the  project  by  as  much  as  six 
years,  more  than  double  its  cost 
and  trigger  legal  and  regulatory 
issues.  The  report  was  adopted 
3y  the  Transportation  Authority 
U  its  Feb.  24  meeting. 

According  to  the  15-page  re¬ 
port,  entitled  “Strategic  Analysis 
Report  on  the  Implications  of 
Relocating  the  Central  Freeway 
Touchdown  Ramps,”  the  finan- 
:ial  implications  alone  are  sig- 
lificant. 

The  report  estimates  that  what 
s  now  expected  to  be  a  $90  mil- 
ion  project  could  wind  up  cost- 
ng  as  much  as  $193  million  if 
he  project  is  stalled. 

Other  potential  challenges  cit¬ 
ed  in  the  report  include  legal 
complications  that  would  arise 
from  the  sale  of  some  of  the  23 
.parcels  of  land  transferred  to  the 
city  from  Caltrans  for  the  right- 
of-way  for  the  project. 

Editor’s  note:  The  resolution 
to  ask  the  governor  to  scrap  the 
Central  Freeway  project  is 
scheduled  to  be  debated  at  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisor's  Land 
Use  Committee  at  City  Hall  on 
Monday,  March  15,  at  1  p,m. 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBECUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 
VALSPAR  PAINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.hdweunl.CitySearch.com 
www.hSrdwareunlimitedsf.com 


hardware 

unlimited 


931-9133 
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In  the  2000  cen¬ 
sus,  more  than 
4.2  million 
Californians  identi¬ 
fied  themselves  as 
Asian,  giving 
California  the  largest 
Asian  and  Pacific 
Islander  population 
in  all  50  states.  For 
this  reason,  it  is  vital  that  we  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  address  our  shared  needs  and  inter¬ 
ests,  continuing  to  add  to  the  greatness  of 
California.  For  hundreds  of  years,  immi¬ 
grants  and  their  families  have  contributed 
to  our  economy,  helped  build  strong  com¬ 
munities  and  become  vital  members  of  our 
society. 

Unfortunately,  our  thriving  Asian 
Pacific  American  (APA)  community  has 
been  historically  under-represented  in 
state  and  local  government.  It  is  only  re¬ 
cently  that  the  numbers  of  APAs  in  gov¬ 
ernment  have  begun  to  rise.  There  are  cur¬ 
rently  seven  APAs  in  the  state  Assembly, 
including  myself:  Wilma  Chan  (D- 
Oakland);  Judy  Chu  (D-Monterey  Park); 
Shirley  Horton  (R-Chula  Vista);  Carol  Liu 
(D-La  Canada  Flintridge);  Alan  Nakanishi 
(R-Lodi);  and  George  Nakano  (D- 
Torrance).  There  are  no  APAs  in  the  state 
Senate. 

In  San  Francisco,  we  are  proud  to  have 
individuals  of  Asian  descent,  such  as 
District  Attorney  Kamala  Harris  and 
Police  Chief  Heather  Fong,  elected  to  high 
positions  in  our  city  government.  Others, 
such  as  Congressman  Mike  Honda  and 
Secretary  of  Transportation  Norm  Mineta, 
have  paved  the  way  locally  for  APAs  to 
serve  on  school  boards,  city  councils  and 
supervisorial  boards. 


APA  Leadership: 
Now  is  the  time 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 

With  your  support,  on  Feb.  10.  I  proud¬ 
ly  became  Speaker  pro  Tempore  of  the 
California  State  Assembly.  The  role  of  the 
Speaker  pro  Tempore  is  to  lead  the  80- 
member  legislative  body  through  the  daily 
agenda  of  business  on  the  Assembly  floor, 
including  debates  and  votes  on  legislation, 
and  to  serve  as  an  integral  member  of  the 
speaker’s  leadership  team.  1  am  honored 
to  become  the  first  Asian  American  to 
serve  in  such  a  prestigious  role.  1  hope  to 
set  a  precedent  for  my  peers  and  future 
generations  of  Asian  Pacific  Americans  to 
become  leaders  in  our  state  and  communi¬ 
ties. 

With  Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders 
among  the  fastest  growing  populations  in 
California,  it  is  imperative  that  we  keep 
pace  in  terms  of  political  representation.  1 
will  do  my  part  in  Sacramento  to  fight 
cultural  insensitivity  and  encourage  APA 
awareness  of.  and  involvement  in.  gov¬ 
ernment.  1  encourage  you  to  do  your  part 
by  making  your  voices  heard  on  the  issues 
that  affect  our  community  and  supporting 
those  candidates  who  will  best  meet  the 
diverse  needs  of  our  state. 

And,  please  remember  to  vote  on 
Tuesday,  March  2. 

Leland  Yee  is  Speaker  pro  Tempore  at 
the  California  Assembly. 


Network  turns  trash  into  treasure 


The  San  Francisco  Freestyle  Network, 
which  operates  according  to  the  old  adage 
that  “one  person’s  trash  is  another  per¬ 
son’s  treasure,’’  has  launched  a  new  online 
group.and  an  accompanying  message 
board,  SFFN. 

The  program,  which  was  established  in 
December  2003  by  Richmond  District  res¬ 
ident  Jesamyn  Angelica  and  hosted  by 


Yahoo  Groups,  aims  to  connect  people 
who  are  looking  to  discard  and  acquire  the 
same  items.  Items  are  listed  free  and  no 
selling  or  trading  is  allowed. 

To  date,  approximately  180  people 
have  joined  the  program,  mostly  via  word 
of  mouth.  To  sign  up  or  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  visit  the  website  at  http;//groups.ya- 
hoo.com/group/SFFN/. 


RECYCLE  YOUR 

HOUSEHOLD  BAHERIES 


AT  A  LOCATION  NEAR  YOU... 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Universal  Electric:  155t  Clement  at  17th  Ave. 
Standard  Plumbing:  1019  Clement  at  11th  Ave. 

Russian  Hill/Nob  Hill/Tenderloin 

Brownie's  Hardware:  1563  Polk  at  Sacramento  St. 

Downtown  /  Chinatown 

Camera  Express:  625  Grant  at  California  St. 
Charity  Cultural  Services  Center: 

827  Stockton  at  Sacramento  St. 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Cole  Hardware:  3312  Mission  at  29th  St. 

Haight  &  Hayes  Valley 

Cole  Hardware;  956  Cole  at  Parnassus  Ave. 

Roberts  Hardware:  1629  Haight  at  Clayton  St. 


Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Fireside  Camera  2117  Chestnut  Si  at  Steiner  St. 
Fredericksen  Hardware  3029  Fillmore  at  Union  St- 

Financial  District 

Front  Ace  Hardware  195  Pine  at  Battery  St. 

Civic  Center 

Dept  of  the  Environment  EcoCenter  1 1  Grove  at  Market  St 

Potrero  Hill/SOMA/  Mission  Bay 
Appliance  Sales:  840  Folsom  at  4th  St 
Cole  Hardware:  70  4th  St  at  Mission  St 
Rainbow  Grocery;  1745  Folsom  at  Division  St 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel  at  Recycle  Rd 

Castro  &  Noe  Valley 

Ace  Handyman:  2075  Market  at  14th  St. 


Household  Batteries  can  also  be  dropped-off  at  all  49  Walgreens  Stores. 
Call  1-800-WALGREENS  for  a  store  near  you! 


SF  Environment 


Department  of  the  Environment 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  •  www.sfenvironment.com  •  415.355.3700 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@  22nd),  San  Francisco.  CA  94121 
(415)386-2777 

www.kitarosushi.com 


To-Go  only 

One  order  per  coupon. 
Valid  for  7  days. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/31/2004 


with  coupon 


Call  in  advance. 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $19.95 


Spider  Roll  $  2.99 


Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  One  order  per  coupon. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2004 


Rock'n  Roll  $1.99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  One  order  per  coupon. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2004 


Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  One  order  per  coupon. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP  3/31/2004 


(415)  386-2777 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $  4.98  /  Dinner  $  5.98 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  Good  for  up  to  2. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2004 


Seaweed  Salad  $  2.99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  One  order  per  coupon. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2004 


Edamame  $  .99 


California  Roll  $  .99 


Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  One  order  per  coupon. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2004 


(415)  386-2777 


(415)  386-2777 
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Due  to  the  lack  of 
inventory  and 
low  interest  rates 
in  today's  real  estate 
market,  buyers  have  to 
compete  with  each  other 
and  bid  over  the  listed 
price  to  buy  properties 
in  San  Francisco.  It  is  a 
different  mentality  from 
the  past,  when  buyers  and  .sellers 
actually  negotiated. 

In  the  current  seller's  market, 
the  advantage  goes  to  the  seller 
and  buyers  will  have  to  know  the 
market  and  what  to  do  in  order 
to  become  property  owners. 

Buyers  have  to  know  that  if 
they  win  the  bidding  war.  they 
will  probably  be  the  highest  bid¬ 
der  on  the  property  or  close  to  it. 
This  means  that  other  people 
might  not  be  willing  to  pay  as 
much  for  the  property.  If  you 
take  the  long-term  perspective, 
looking  buek  at  today's  prices  10 
years  from  now.  it  will  not  make 


Winning 
the  bidding 
war 

John  M.  Lee 


a  difference  because  prices  will 
be  much  higher. 

Also,  keep  in  mind  that  the 
.sooner  you  own  a  property,  the 
sooner  you  can  begin  to  write  off 
the  mortgage  and  property  taxes, 
thus  reducing  your  income  taxes. 

Here,  then,  are  some  hints  on 
how  to  becoming  the  winning 
bidder  in  this  current  real  estate 
market  gone  mad. 

First  of  all.  know  the  prices. 
Follow-up  on  all  the  current 
sales  and  know  how  much  prop¬ 
erties  are  selling  for  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  you  are  interested. 

Chances  arc  you  will  be  out- 


More  Bang  for  Your  Buck! 


A  TTENTION  HOMEOWNERS: 

Mortgage  rates  are  still  near  historic  lows. 
Make  the  most  of  these  great  rates  by 
putting  some  extra  cash  in  your  pocket. 

•  Refinance  « Debt  Consolidation  •  Take  Cash  Out 


Brian  Stroul 
Mortgage  Solutions 

brian_s@sonic.net 
Direct:  415-482-0241 
Fax;  415-482-0311 


'  Free  appraisal  on  purchases  and  refinances 

■  1.25%  Starting  Rate 

■  No  income  verification,  no  assets  verified 

■  Reimbursement  for  home  improvements 
•  Credit  scores  starting  as  low  as  “540" 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

DR.  JONATHON  D.  GRAY  •  HYPNOSIS 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


bidded  on  several 
properties  before  you 
become  the  lucky  one. 
Keep  track  of  those 
properties  and  how 
much  they  sold  for. 

Generally,  your 
agent  can  get  you  a 
pretty  good  idea  by 
asking  the  listing 
agent.  That  way,  you  will  have  a 
basis  for  comparison  because 
most  of  the  properties  are  cur¬ 
rently  selling  for  more  than  the 
list  price  and  you  need  to  know 
by  how  much. 

Next,  get  pre-approved  for  a 
loan  and  submit  a  pre-approval 
letter  with  the  offer.  Sellers  are 
looking  for  buyers  who  will  give 
them  the  minimal  amount  of 
problems  throughout  the  escrow 
process  and  after  closing.  If  you 
can  position  yourself  by  demon¬ 
strating  that  you  are  credit  wor¬ 
thy  and  understand  the  real  es¬ 
tate  selling  process,  you  will  be 
in  a  much  better  position. 

Prior  to  the  offer  date,  go 
through  and  approve  all  the  dis¬ 
closures  on  the  property.  This  in- 


McCarthy 

Roofing 


Serving  S.F.  and  the 
entire  Bay  Area 

Specializing  in: 

/  Build-Up  Tar  &  Gfavel  Roofs 
/  Composition  Shingles 
/  Gutter  Cleaning 
/  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
/  Shake  Conversions 
/  Tile  Roofs 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

255-0105 

Dan  McCarthy 

3rd  Generation  Roofer 


Senior  Special  (65  and  over) 
Receive  an  additional 
5%  discount  on  a 
complete  roofing  job 


''Come  see  the  transformation  back  to 
the  original  Cliff  House  of  1  909." 


Breakfast  and  lunch  with  our  famous  popovers 

9  a.m. -3:30  p.m. 

Dinner  every  evening 

4:30  p.m.  -  10  p.m. 


1 090  Point  Lobos  •  386-3330 

www.cliffhouse.com 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  February* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square.  Ft. 

Price 

652  44th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,145 

$691,000 

559  38th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

1,465 

792,000 

191  Stanyan  St. 

3 

1.25 

1,705 

890,000 

135  Ewing  Terr. 

3 

2.00 

2,025 

1,220,922 

743  14th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

3,005 

1,567,000 

*  Pirtial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source;  M.L.S. 


dicates  to  the  seller  that  you 
have  done  your  homework  and 
are  ready  to  perform.  Check  the 
inspection  reports.  If  they  come 
from  a  reputable  company,  per¬ 
haps  waiving  inspections  might 
be  appropriate  and  give  you  ad¬ 
vantage  on  your  competition.  If 
there  are  no  inspections  or  you 
must  have  your  own  inspections, 
perhaps  shortening  the  contin¬ 
gency  time  period  will  be  benefi¬ 
cial. 

Have  your  agent  find  out  how 
many  offers  are  expected  on  the 
presentation  date.  If  there  is 
quite  a  bit  of  interest  or  not  that 
much,  you  can  adjust  your  offer 
accordingly.  Also,  find  out  the 
seller’s  strategy  from  the  listing 
agent.  Some  sellers  and  listing 
agents  will  counter  the  top  of¬ 
fers,  while  others  will  accept  the 
best  one.  This  will  tell  you 
whether  you  need  to  go  all  out 
on  the  first  round  or  if  you  will 
get  a  second  chance  for  being 
one  of  the  top  bidders.  Ask  the 
listing  agent  what  is  important  to 


the  sellers.  Is  a  long  or  short 
close  of  escrow  important?  Are 
rent-backs  necessary?  What  time 
frame  would  be  acceptable? 

And  lastly,  work  with  a  rep¬ 
utable  and  likeable  agent.  Many 
deals  are  put  together  by  agents 
who  have  worked  well  together 
in  the  past. 

It  is  currently  a  tough  real  es¬ 
tate  market  for  buyers.  You  will 
have  to  be  mentally  tough  and  be 
unattached  to  the  property  until 
you  purchase  it.  It  is  hard  be¬ 
cause  buyers  purchase  homes  out 
of  emotions,  and  when  it  does 
not  work  out,  they  can  become 
devastated.  But  there  will  be  oth¬ 
ers  and,  eventually  with  persis¬ 
tence  and  guidance,  you  will  be¬ 
come  a  proud  homeowner  in  San 
Francisco. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
residential  real  estate  broker  at 
Pacific  Union ’s  California 
Street  office.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  call  him  at  (415) 
447-6231  or  e-mail 
johnlee®  isellsf  com. 


Washington  student  wins 
student  speakers  contest 


Bradley  Dunn,  a  senior  at 
George  Washington  High  School, 
was  the  winner  of  the  Park 
Presidio  Lions  Club’s  annual  stu¬ 
dent  speakers  program.  Dunn 
wins  a  $50  stipend  and  moves  on 
to  compete  at  the  next  level  in 
the  Lions  student  speakers  con¬ 
test. 

Jean  Li,  a  freshman  at  St. 
Ignatius  College  Preparatory 
High  School,  and  MacAllister 
Jeffrey,  a  freshman  at 
Archbishop  Riordan  High 
School,  also  participated  in  the 
competition.  Both  received  a  $25 
stipend. 

All  of  the  67th  annual  Lions’ 
Student  Speakers  Program  partic¬ 
ipants  are  allowed  up  to  10  min¬ 
utes  to  present  a  position  con¬ 
cerning  various  topics.  This 
year’s  topic  was  entitled. 


“Democracy  -  Is  it  for  every¬ 
one?” 

Judges  for  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions’  competition  were: 
Victoria  Hutchings,  a  nationally- 
ranked  debater  working  in  the¬ 
ater;  Sophie  Clavier,  an  interna¬ 
tional  relations  professor  at 
SFSU;  and  Kevin  Samples,  a  re¬ 
tail  management  executive. 

Exhibition  at 
Presidio 

The  National  Park  Service  is 
hosting  an  exhibit  at  the  Presidio 
Officer’s  Club  featuring  the  1915 
Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition.  The  exhibit,  open 
Wednesdays  through  Sundays 
from  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  runs 
through  April  18.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  561-4404. 


eesT  sfWDUJicHes  IN  me  Richmond." 


Fresh  Roofted  Turkey  Breast  Sondiulches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dollv- 


SniflDS  ■  DESS6RTS  ■  IJJINC  ■  BCCR  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


SANDwIcH  I 

I  any  sandwich  SPECIALS  I 

^  other  otter.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  3/31/04  ■  ’ j 

734  La  Ployo  ■  221-2031 

OP€N  7  DfiVS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  10  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 
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Sunset  Sahara 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


•  Save  hundreds  or  thousands  of  dollars  with  this  free  member  service 


“The  Easiest  Car  I  Ever  Bought!” 

-  Satisfied  member  and  htoixpert  Shopper 


Save  Time,  Money  and  Hassle  When  Buying  Your  Next  Vehicle 


This  photograph  shows  what  most  of  the  Richmond  and  Sunset 
districts  looked  like  at  the  turn  of  the  20th  century  -  massive  sand 
dunes  with  coastal  scrub  habitat. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editor: 

The  biggest  safety  issue  in  the 
Richmond  is  not  murder,  rape  or  other  vio¬ 
lent  crimes;  it  is  pedestrian  safety.  Geary 
Boulevard  (west  of  Van  Ness  Avenue)  has 
been  ranked  the  third  most  dangerous  traf¬ 
fic  arterial  in  the  city. 

The  fatality  of  a  senior  citizen  in 
September  at  47th  Avenue  and  Fulton 
Street  and  another  at  Park  Presidio 
Boulevard  and  Lake  Street  in  January 
point  to  the  pedestrian  safety  crisis  that 
faces  our  neighborhood. 

We  are  blessed  by  our  easy  access  to 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  Ocean  beach. 
Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Presidio.  Many 
commuters  and  tourists  as  well  as  local 
drivers  race  through  the  neighborhood  on 
their  way  to  these  attractions,  or  just  to  get 
to  work  and  back  home. 

How  do  we  assure  the  smooth  flow  of 
traffic  and  also  make  pedestrians  safer? 

1)  We  need  increased  enforcement  of 
traffic  laws.  Speeders  and  red  light  runners 
must  be  stopped.  Statistics  show  that  80 
percent  of  the  pedestrian  injuries  on  Geary 
in  our  neighborhood  were  due  to  driver 
fault.  This  is  much  higher  than  other 
neighborhoods.  Captain  Sandra  Tong  at 
the  Richmond  Station  is  to  be  commended 
for  her  decision  in  February  to  devote  one 
officer  a  day  to  traffic  enforcement,  with 
130  moving  violations  being  issued  in  the 
first  week. 

2)  We  need  more  effective  traffic  engi¬ 
neering.  We  should  synchronize  lights  on 
Fulton  and  Geary  so  that  if  a  driver  sticks 
to  the  speed  limit,  one  can  proceed  quickly 
into  town,  but  if  one  speeds,  he  or  she  will 
simply  wind  up  waiting  at  the  next  light. 

3)  We  need  to  increase  the  visibility  of 
stop  signs.  On  streets  such  as  Fulton,  we 
should  install  larger-sized  stop  signs  and 
explore  putting  stop  signs  on  both  sides  of 
the  street  throughout  the  Richmond. 

4)  We  need  to  increase  the  visibility  of 
pedestrian  crossings.  We  should  consider 
installing  flashing  crosswalk  lights  at  dan¬ 
gerous  locations  where  previous  fatalities 
have  taken  place  and  study  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  yellow  striping  at  crosswalks. 

5)  We  need  better  safety  education  of 
pedestrians,  bike  riders  and  drivers. 

6)  We  need  better  coordination  of  the 
multitude  of  pedestrian  safety  efforts  al¬ 
ready  in  existence. 

Join  me  at  the  Richmond  Police 
Station  on  March  16,  at  7  p.m.,  to  discuss 
how  to  develop  a  proposed  traffic-calming 
plan  on  Fulton  Street. 

Matt  TVichow 
Editor: 

There  are  a  number  of  attempts  abroad 
these  days  to  dragoon  the  authority  of  sci¬ 
ence  in  an  effort  to  lend  critical  re¬ 
spectability  to  superstition.  One  of  these  is 
called  "Intelligent  Design  Theory,"  which 
is  a  thin  attempt  to  disguise  fundamentalist 
religion  as  physics  and  biology.  We  see 
school  systems  under  attack  all  across  the 
US,  as  the  religious  right  attempts  to  infect 
public  school  science  classes  with  bias. 


Now  we  apparently  have  Assemblyman 
Leland  Yee  attempting  to  do  a  similar  thing 
with  Feng  Shui  (Richmond  Review, 
February)  with  his  Assembly  Concurrent 
Resolution  144. 

Feng  Shui  is  not  science.  It  does  not 
partake  of  geology,  astronomy,  physics,  or 
even  of  ergonomics,  as  Yee  apparently  has 
it.  It  proposes  a  spiritual  energy  which  is 
channeled  by  the  association  of  physical 
spaces  and  objects.  This  is  not  part  of  any 
science,  and  is  not  supported  by  any  sci¬ 
ence. 

Legislating  this  superstition  into 
California  building  standards  makes  a 
mockery  of  the  rational  objectivity  that 
should  inform  our  structural  codes.  Maybe, 
next,  we  can  legislate  that  a  shaman  should 
shake  rattles  at  every  new  structure,  in  or¬ 
der  to  propitiate  other  sorts  of  spirits  in 
which  Yee  may  not  believe,  but  which  are 
an  article  of  traditional  and  passionate  faith 
to  some  other  group. 

Cultural  sensitivity  does  not  extend  to 
legislating  superstitions,  but  to  eliminating 
inequality  before  the  law.  Where  does  this 
end?  If  the  door  is  opened  to  one  sort  of 
foolishness,  how  do  we  close  it  to  others? 
Patrick  Frank,  Ph.D. 

Palo  Alto,  CA 

Editor: 

I  have  to  take  issue  with  a  recent  col¬ 
umn  by  Assemblyman  Leland  Yee. 

He  refers  to  Feng  Shui  as  "an  Earth  sci¬ 
ence  that  examines  mathematics,  physics, 
geology,  astronomy  and  architecture, 
among  other  sciences."  According  to  the 
California  State  Framework  on  Science, 
"A  scientific  theory  must  be  logically  con¬ 
sistent  and  lead  to  testable  predictions 
about  the  natural  world." 

The  theories  of  Feng  Shui  are  not  part 
of  the  scientific  body  of  knowledge.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  wise  for  our  elected  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  undermine  the  proper  un¬ 
derstanding  of  science. 

Jonathan  Frank 

Science  Department  Chair 

Abraham  Lincoln  High  School 

Editor: 

Sutro  Elementary  School  (K-5)  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  Richmond  District.  Due  to 
California's  current  fiscal  crisis,  our  al¬ 
ready  meager  budget  is  due  to  be  cut  for 
the  next  school  year.  We  need  to  raise 
$60,000  simply  to  maintain  our  current  ed¬ 
ucational  staff.  Otherwise,  we  will  be 
forced  to  reduce  our  teaching  staff  or  elim¬ 
inate  our  paraprofessional  staff  -  either  of 
which  would  have  a  negative  impact  on 
our  students.  We  dedicate  ourselves  to  pro¬ 
viding  a  safe,  encouraging,  learning  envi¬ 
ronment  for  all  of  our  250  children,  but  we 
need  help  to  continue  to  do  so. 

Please  send  a  tax-deductible  donation 
to:  Sutro  School  PTA,  235  12th  Ave.,  SF, 
CA  94118.  A  receipt  will  be  provided  for 
all  donations.  Any  amount  is  appreciated. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Sutro 
Elementary  at  (415)  750-8525. 

Sutro  School  PTA 


•  We  work  with  the  dealers  so  you  don't  have  to 

•  Most  vehicles  can  be  delivered  to  your  home  or  office 

•  Save  even  more  with  low  Credit  Union  financing  -  get  preapproved  today* 

•  We're  open  to  the  entire  SF  community,  so  join  today!* 


AutoExpert 

Call  San  Francisco  FCU’s  Free  Auto  Buying  Service 

1-800-823-4882 

We'll  take  your  loan  application  over  the  phone! 

San  Francisco 

^  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 
(415)  775-5377 

•Individuals  who  live,  work,  attend  school  or  worship  in  S.F.  are  eligible  to  ioin  San  Francisco  FCU.  Non-members 
may  apply  For  a  pre-approved  loan,  but  must  join  prior  to  loan  funding.  San  Francisco  FCU  does  not  do  business 
loans.  All  loans  subject  to  credit  approval.  No  salvagedvehicles  and  no  lemon  law  buybacks.  oi  OOJO 


Smart  banking.  Real  value.  ' 


770  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  SF 
2645  Ocean  Ave.,  SF 
4375  Geary  Blvd.,  SF 


Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza  combines  freedom  and  peace  of  mind 
giving  us  the  best  of  both  worlds.  Private  apartments  and  a  wide 
array  of  lifestyle  amenities  allow  us  to  maintain  our  independence. 
Exceptional  personal  care  services  create  security  for  the  future  for 
our  family,  our  friends  and  us.  Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza  is  the  ideal 
choice.  To  find  out  more  please  call  today  at  (415)  345-5060. 


Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza 

2180  Post  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94l  15 

415  •  345  •  5060 

www.rgplaza.org 


RCFE  #385600126 

Managed  by  o  Life  Care  Services  LLC 

Founded  by  Jewish  Family  and  Childrens  Services  and  Mount  Zion  Health  Fund. 


35506 
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POSTER 

MOUNTING 

Elegant  &  Affordable 
Custom  Wood  Designs 
for  Prints  •  Maps  •  Photos 
Photos  Enlarged  •  Lamination 
Banners  •  Ink  Jet  Posters 
Ext.  Signs  •  Canvas  Transfers 
_ www.TypeSF.com 


I  EXP.  3-31  04  Free  Estimates!  | 
[_  321 6  Geary  Blvd.  751-3666  j 


Angelina's  Deli 
Cafe  and  Catering 

Open  7  Days,  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
221-7801 

6000  California  St722nd  Ave. 


"Your  Source  for  Imported  Cheese  in  the 
Richmond  District. " 

Heavenly  Food  -  Down  to  Earth  Prices 


Now  Renting! 


We  have  an  excellent  selection  of 
rentals  currently  available. 
For  more  information,  call  us  at 

752-3605,  ext.  20 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 

"Full  Service  At  Your  Service  " 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


March  Calendar  of  Events 


1-7 

“Unframcd:”  An  art  exhibition 
presenting  portraits  of  women  by 
four  local  female  artists,  Janet 
Allinger,  Alissa  Kaplan,  Lori 
Markman  and  Leslie  Nemour,  is 
on  display  at  the  USF  Thacher 
Gallery,  located  in  the  Gleeson 
Library/Geschke  Center  on 
USF’s  main  campus  at  2130 
Fulton  St.,  open  during  library 
hours,  free.  For  library  hours, 
call  422-2044.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  422-5178. 

Panoramic  Spectacle:  An  exhi¬ 
bition  presented  by  the  National 
Park  Service  is  on  display 
through  Sunday,  April  18,  at  the 
Presidio  Officers’  Club,  50 
Moraga  Ave.,  Wednesdays  to 
Sundays,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  free. 
Additional  Wednesday  night 
programs,  held  at  7  p.m.,  with 
extended  gallery  hours  preceding 
the  programs,  March  3  -  post¬ 
cards  and  collectibles;  March  10 
-  scintillators  and  jewels;  March 
17  -  relics  of  the  Jeweled  City; 
March  24  -  architecture  of 
palaces  and  courtyards;  March 
31  -  Army  and  the  Presidio,  Fort 
Mason,  and  the  PPIE.  For  more 
information,  call  561-5500. 

International  Women’s  Day 
Briefing:  The  UCSF  Women’s 
Global  Health  Imperative  hosts  a 
public  briefing  with  the  theme 
“Women,  poverty  and  HIV: 
Science  to  Action,”  Common¬ 
wealth  Club,  595  Market  St., 
Monday,  March  8,  5:30  p.m., 
$15  general  admission,  $9  club 
members.  For  more  information, 
call  731-5539. 

8-14 

Reading:  Richmond  District  au¬ 
thor  Craig  Carrozzi,  the  featured 
performer  at  Writer’s  Night,  will 
read  from,  “The  Curse  of  Chief 
Tenaya,”  an  open  microphone 
for  the  spoken  word  follows. 
Bazaar  Cafe,  5927  California  St., 
Monday,  March  8,  7  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  921-5415 
or  831-5620. 

Presidio  Architecture  Talk: 
Trust  historian  Randolph 
Delehanty,  Ph.D.  will  speak  dur¬ 
ing  a  slide  show  presentation 
about  the  domestic  architecture 
of  the  Presidio,  no  reservations 
required,  45  Moraga  Ave., 


Tuesday,  March  9,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  561- 
5500. 

Neighborhood  Meetings:  SF 
General  Hospital  hosts  a  meeting 
tOi,discuss  the  rebuilding  of  the 
hospital  and  its  trauma  center  to 
meet  higher  seismic  safety  man¬ 
dates  at  either  the  current  site  on 
Potrero  Avenue  or  at  Mission 
Bay,  2789  25th  St.,  Rooms  2001 
to  2003,  Wednesday,  March  10, 
6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  20,6-5784. 

Banking  Tips:  Learn  how  to 
minimize  bank  fees,  maximize 
interest  rates,  avoid  penalties, 
and  which  types  of  accounts  are 
best,  San  Francisco  Senior 
Center,  890  Beach  St.,  Thursday, 
March  11,  11  a.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  775-1866. 

Gray  Cabaret  2004:  The  Senior 
Action  Network  presents  its  an¬ 
nual  benefit  of  song,  dance,  mu¬ 
sic  and  other  acts,  Castro 
Theatre,  429  Castro  St., 
Thursday,  March  11,  1:30  p.m. 
to  4:30  p.m.,  $10  general  admis¬ 
sion.  For  more  information  or 
advance  tickets,  call  546-1333. 

Computer  Class:  Learn  how  to 
use  the  secret  buttons  on  a  com¬ 
puter  keyboard,  manage  files, 
load  software  and  maintain  a 
computer,  San  Francisco  Senior 
Center,  890  Beach  St.,  two-hour 
sessions  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  first  class  begins  on 
Friday,  March  12,  at  1:30  p.m., 
$50.  For  more  information,  call 
775-1866. 

15-21 

Comedy  Night:  The  Richmond 
District  YMCA  hosts  a  comedy 
night  fundraiser.  Punchline 
Comedy  Club,  444  Battery  St., 
Monday,  March  15,  8  p.m.,  $12. 
For  more  information,  call  666- 
9622. 

Melody  of  China:  Hong  Wang 
and  Yanqing  Zhao  play  tradition¬ 
al  Chinese  musical  instruments. 
Sunset  Branch  Library,  1305 
18th  Ave.,  Monday,  March  15,  7 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  355-2808. 

Bouquets  to  Art  2004:  Floral 
designers  present  floral  tributes 
at  a  fundraising  event  to  benefit 
the  Fine  Arts  Museums  of  San 


Francisco’s  special  projects,  ac¬ 
quisitions,  exhibitions  and  edu¬ 
cational  programs.  The  Opening 
Night  Preview  Party  with  buffet, 
bar  and  silent  auction  will  be  on 
Monday,  March  15,  at  6  p.m. 
The  following  three  days 
(Tuesday,  March  16,  to 
Thursday,  March  18)  will  feature 
lectures,  flower  arranging 
demonstrations,  luncheons,  fash¬ 
ion  shows  and  afternoon  teas,  all 
events  require  reservations.  For 
more  information,  call  750-3504. 

Healthy  Kids  Day:  A  free  event 
sponsored  by  the  Richmond 
District  YMCA,  featuring  camp 
sign-ups.  smoothie  making,  kid 
aerobics,  bouncie,  Richmond 
YMCA,  360  18th  Ave., 
Saturday,  March  20,  8  a.m.  to 
noon.  For  more  information,  call 
666-9622. 

22-31 

Homeopathy  Seminar:  Learn 
how  to  use  homeopathic  reme¬ 
dies  at  this  introductory  seminar 
sponsored  by  the  Pacific 
Academy  of  Homeopathy,  1199 
Sanchez  St.,  Wednesday,  March 
24,  7  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  695-2710. 

Lizard  Lady:  Children  ages  six 
and  older  are  invited  to  see 
Teressa  Killeen,  the  “lizard 
lady,”  at  the  Richmond  Branch 
Library,  351  Ninth  Ave.,  Friday, 
March  26,  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

Family  Campfire  Talk:  Dress  in 
layers  and  join  “Juan  Bautista  de 
Anza”  for  a  living  history  camp¬ 
fire  in  which  the  Anza 
Expedition  from  Mexico  to  San 
Francisco  in  1776  will  be  re¬ 
called,  Presidio,  Crissy  Field 
Center,  Saturday,  March  27,  6 
p.m.,  $5.  For  more  information 
or  to  register  (mandatory),  call 
561-7752. 

Presidio  House  Tours:  Walk  at 
your  own  speed  and  let  the  Main 
Post  officers’  quarters  and  bar¬ 
racks  tell  a  story  of  domestic  life 
on  the  post  from  the  1840s  to 
1917,  no  reservations  required. 
Presidio  Officers’  Club,  50 
Moraga  Ave.,  Saturday,  March 

27  and  April  3,  Sunday,  March 

28  and  April  4,  10  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  561-5414. 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  Sin  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


..because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby: 
strollers,  car  seats,' 
furniture,  clothing, 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 

Plus,  CITIKIDS 
offers  selection, 
quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  at  competi¬ 
tive  prices.  So, 
come  to  CITIKIDS 
’  first,  where  it's 
really  fun  to 
shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd 


I 

Clement  St, 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Storel 


•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

•Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  1 0  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


The 

Richmond 

Review 

P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
Phone:  831-0463  •  Fax:  831-0465 

Serving  the  Richmond  District. 
Seacliff,  Presidio  Heights 
and  Laurel  Heights 

Editor:  Paul  Kozakiewicz 
Columnists:  Supervisor  Jake 
McGoldrick,  John  M.  Lee,  Capt. 
Sandra  Tong,  Assemblyman  Leland 
Yee 

Writers/Contributors:  David 
Alexander,  Carol  Dimmick,  Meg 
Dixit,  Jonathan  Farrell,  Greg  Gaar, 
George  McConnell,  Ryder  Miller, 
Michael  Nowak,  Peter  Sciacca, 

Andy  Sywak,  Deanna  Yick 

Photo  Editor  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 
Photographers:  Frances  Da  Silva, 
Maureen  McGettigan,  Michael 
Nagle 

Accoimting:  Susan  Kozakiewicz 

All  contents  ©  2004  The  Rich¬ 
mond  Review.  The  Richmond 
Review  welcomes  all  written 
articles,  news  tips,  feature  story 
ideas  and  photographs  from 
neighborhood  contributors. 


March  2004 


The  Richmond  Review  •  15 


People  in¬ 
stall  so¬ 
lar  ener¬ 
gy  systems  for 
two  reasons. 

One  is  emotion¬ 
al.  the  other  fi¬ 
nancial.  So  San 
Francisco  is 
rolling  out  a 
new  program  that  can  help  you  be  an  envi¬ 
ronmentalist  and  still  have  it  pencil  out. 

The  program  is  called  Generation  Solar 
and  its  goal  for  the  year  is  to  install  solar 
power  systems  on  100  homes  and  commer¬ 
cial  buildings.  We  intend  to  make  the  best 
products,  best  practices  and  attractive  fi¬ 
nancing  plans  available  to  participants. 

Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  install  10,000  so¬ 
lar  rooftops  in  San  Francisco,  which  could 
meet  about  10  percent  of  the  city's  energy 
needs  and  help  make  the  City  energy-inde¬ 
pendent. 

The  emotional  reasons  for  installing  so¬ 
lar  are  obvious.  It’s  clean,  green  and  you 
can  feel  great  about  not  getting  your  ener¬ 
gy  from  a  fossil-fuel-based  source  that 
spews  toxic  pollution  into  the  air. 

The  economic  arguments  are  many. 
Many  real  estate  specialists  argue  that  ev¬ 
ery  dollar  spent  on  solar  power  adds  $21  to 
your  property  value.  State  incentives  pay 
up  to  50  percent  of  the  installation  cost. 

You  can  become  energy  independent  and 
are  buffered  from  future  rate  increases. 

And  once  you've  paid  for  installation,  the 
energy  it  produces  is  free  -  and  a  solar 
power  system  can  last  for  at  least  25  years! 

Generation  Solar  aims  to  put  the  right 
sized  system  on  each  roof  so  your  metered 
electricity  use  averages  out  close  to  zero. 

Asian  Film  Fest  in  March 

The  22nd  annual  SF  International  Asian 
American  Film  Festival,  featuring  Sunset 
District  filmmaker  James  Hou,  runs  March 
4  through  March  11  at  the  AMC  Kabuki  8 
and  Castro  theaters. 

For  a  schedule  or  more  information,  call 
865-1588  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.naatanet.org/festival. 


So  instead  of 
paying  large 
monthly  utility 
bills,  you'll 
make  payments 
to  pay  down 
your  new  solar 
system.  While 
every  situation 
is  a  little  differ¬ 
ent,  the  average  time  to  payback  is  6  years 
on  a  commercial  system  and  9  to  12  years 
for  a  home. 

Another  benefit  of  Generation  Solar  is 
that  you’ll  get  a  new  NetMeter  electricity 
meter  that  runs  backwards. 

On  sunny  days,  your  solar  system  will 
put  power  back  onto  the  grid.  You’ll  actu¬ 
ally  get  credited  for  the  energy  you  gener¬ 
ate. 

And  don’t  go  thinking  that  San 
Francisco  is  too  foggy  for  solar.  There  are 
homeowners  in  the  misty  Sunset  District 
who  have  solar  power  -  and  utility  bills 
under  $5  per  month!  Believe  it  or  not,  the 
City  has  only  10  percent  less  sunshine  that 
Sacramento.  Even  on  dismal  days,  there 
can  be  enough  ambient  light  bouncing 
around  to  run  solar  panels  at  20  to  30  per¬ 
cent  capacity. 

Generation  Solar  is  lining  up  installers, 
designers,  distributors  and  manufacturers 
to  provide  cost-efficient  solar  power  sys¬ 
tems.  We  are  talking  to  private  lenders  and 
banks  to  negotiate  attractive  interest  rates. 
We  plan  to  start  interviewing  homeowners 
and  conducting  roof  inspections  in  April 
and  May.  Installations  may  begin  as  early 
as  June. 

To  register  for  the  program  online, 
please  visit  www.SoIarSF.org.  To  register 
by  phone,  call  SF  Environment  at  (415) 
355-3715. 

Peter  O  'Donnell  is  a  renewable  energy 
specialist  at  San  Francisco 's  Environment 
Department,  where  he  manages  the 
Generation  Solar  program.  Learn  more 
about  how  SF  Environment  is  protecting 
and  preserving  the  City’s  environmental 
well-being  at  www.sfenvironment.com, 
visit  the  EcoCenterat  11  Grove  St.  or  call 
(415)  355-3700. 


Why  buy  solar 
this  year? 

Peter  O'Donne// 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ART  CLASSES 

Fogbelt  Studio  (in  the 

Parkside/Sunset)  offers  fine  arfs 
and  crafts  classes  for  all  levels 
and  all  ages.  For  brochure: 
www.fogbeltstudio.com  or  call 
(415)  661-8502. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Decks,  Stairs,  Dryrot,  remodel¬ 
ing  kitchens  and  bathrooms,  elec¬ 
trical  and  plumbing,  seismic/struc¬ 
tural,  tile  and  masonry,  roof 
repairs,  tree  trimming/hauling.  Call 
Jim  Kennedy  at  661-3724.  Lie. 
#751689. 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

COMPUTER  REPAIR 

Expert  PC  Computer  Repair  - 

Error  messages/crashing/Win- 
dows  Installations/virus  remov¬ 
al/data  back-ups.  etc.  Home/otfice 
visits  -  $25/hour.  Call  Noel:  (415) 
661-8729. 

FENCES 

Morrow  Construction  -  Spec¬ 
ializing  in  wood  and  redwood 
fences.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  994-6892.  License  #34-36- 
33. 

FURNITURE  REFINISHING 

Furniture  Stripped  and 
RefInIshed.  Excellent  work, 
quickly  done.  Includes  pick-up  and 
return.  Interior  refinishing  also 
available.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 


GARAGE  WANTED 

Garage  Wanted  in  Richmond  or 
Sunset  Area.  For  storage  of  car. 
(415)  775-1580. 

HANDYMAN 

Handyman  Services:  Carpentry, 
plumbing  and  electrical.  All  types 
of  home  repair  and  service.  Clean, 
courteous  and  reliable.  Call  (415) 
752-7835. 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime. 

HELP  WANTED 

Caregiver:  Experienced,  part 
time.  Teresa  -  1-640-1373. 

HOUSECLEANING 

Why  Clean?  Allow  me  to  do  it! 

Save  time  and  money  with  a 
detail-oriented  professional. 
Cleaning  extraordinaire  at  your 
service.  Mike  -  495-2312. 

MEDITATION 

Learn  3  Easy  12-second  Tools 
In  One  Hour:  Meditation!  What 
does  it  have  to  do  with  me,  and 
career  choices,  job  stability,  day¬ 
care  issues  and  relationships? 
Come  to  this  tree  class  to  find  out. 
Tuesdays  @  7:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  643-8800. 

MENTORS  NEEDED 
Enterprise  For  High  School 
Students  needs  volunteer  men¬ 
tors  to  work  one-on-one  with 
high  school  students  to  help 
them  develop  job  skills  and 
explore  careers.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation.  call  896-0909.  ext  304. 


PAINTING 

Neat,  Clean,  Reliable  Painter 

specializing  in  great  preparation, 
ensuring  a  quality  finish  product. 
Give  me  a  call  and  we  can  work 
out  the  details  you  project  entails. 
Jason -(415)  240-5562. 

Painting:  Interior  and  Exterior  - 
Wallpaper  removal,  plaster  and 
drywall  repair.  Texture  walls  and 
ceilings.  Thorough  preparation  for 
quality  finish.  Spotless  cleanup. 
Call  (415)  722-2050. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  With  20+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and 
senior  discounts.  Evening  and 
Saturday  appointments  available. 
First  lesson  free.  Call  Ms. 
Kotnovec  at  664-81 76. 

RESEARCH  HELP 
NEEDED 

UCSF  Research  on  Yoga  for 
People  diagnosed  with  COPD 
(emphysema);  Would  you  like  to 
attend  a  tree  yoga  program'!’  Call 
476-5375  or  e-mail 
dyspnea@itsa.ucst.edu. 
WANTED 

Buying  Older-Styie  Furniture 
and  Household  Items.  One  item 
or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
(415)  621-4390- Jim. 

WOMEN  SINGERS 
SOUGHT 

We  Are  Seeking  Women 
Singers!  Visit  a  rehearsal  of  the 
San  Francisco  Sound  WAVE 
Chorus  and  learn  to  sing  in  the 


barbersho^>  style.  Our  34-member 
women’s  chorus  rehearses  every 
Thursday  from  7  to  10  p.m.  at  the 
Simon  Auditorium  at  Laguna 
Honda  Hospital  at  375  Laguna 
Honda  Blvd.  All  are  welcome.  For 
more  information,  call  665-7960  or 
visit  www.sfsoundwave.org.  Bring 
a  friend. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn’s  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle 
donations  to  support  its  assis¬ 
tance  to  children  and  adults  suf¬ 
fering  from  inflammatory  bowel 
diseases.  Free  pickup  and  towing 
possible.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  578-6590. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Experience  Corps  is  looking  for 
mentors  and  tutors  for  Richmond 
and  Sunset  district  children.  For 
more  information,  call  Janet  Oh  at 
759-3690  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.experiencecorps.org. 

Little  Brothers:  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
commit  to  visiting  a  senior  twice  a 
month  tor  a  year.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  volunteer  coordi¬ 
nator  at  771  -7957 

Help  Needed  at  SF  Food  Bank: 

The  RSVP  and  food  bank  needs 
help  to  assemble,  stock  and  label 
food  for  distribution,  For  more 
information,  call  RSVP  at  731- 
3335, 

Anti-Rape  Activists  Needed  to 

support  sexual  assault  survivors 
San  Francisco  Women  Against 


Rape  Crisis  Counselor  Training 
for  Women  of  Color.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  861-2024, 
ext.  311. 

Strybing  Arboretum  &  Botanical 
Gardens  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
needs  volunteers  to  work  in  the 
gardens,  in  the  nursery  and  at 
special  events.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  please  call  Lynn  Duncan,  vol¬ 
unteer  coordinator,  at  (415)  661 
1316.  ext.  312.  or  e-mail  her  at 
Lduncan@strybing.org. 

The  JFCS  Needs  Volunteers  to 

provide  free  bags  of  much-needed 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  a  variety 
of  people  in  need.  Wednesdays 
from  10  a.m.  to  noon.  For  more 
information,  contact  Suzy  Varadi 
at  (415)  449-3824. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 
Francisco  School  Volunteers 
assist  students  with  a  variety  of 
tutoring  needs.  Free  training  and 
placement.  For  more  information 
call  SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700. 

Volunteers  Needed  to  Work 
with  Special  Needs  Children  at 

the  SF  Unified  School  District. 
Orientation  and  training.  For  more 
intormation.  call  (415)  920-5165 
and  ask  about  being  a  surrogate 
parent  volunteer. 

Shanti  Volunteers  make  a  differ 
ence  in  the  life  of  someone  living 
with  HIV  disease  or  AIDS.  For 
information,  contact  Nicola  Curtin 
at  674-4722. 

Volunteers  for  Special  Needs 
Children  are  needed  at  the  SF 
Unified  School  District.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  920-5165 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  Review 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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Voice  of  Pentecost  (Old  El  Rey  Theatre! 
1970  Ocean  Avenue  at  Victoria  . 

Free  ef  Charoe  -  Bring  vour  Friends! 

For  More  Information:  Woody  LaBounty  415-643-8995 
WWW. outsidelands.org/omi. html 

This  prolect  Is  made  possihle  by  a  grapi  from  (he  Calllornia  Council  lor 
the  Humanities  with  generous  support  from  the  San  Francisco  Foundation 
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Standard  Plumbing  JCB  Hardware 

OPEN  7  DAYS  MON.-FRI.  8AM-7PM  SAT.  9AM-6PM  SUN.  11AM-  OVER  25,000 

1019  CLEMENT  ST.  221-1888 

o  _ _ 0  .0.1,  A  «  •  Electrical  ‘Houaeware 

Betweerrl1ttv^2t|^e.  o-.  ,,  r,nnA  -Hardware  -Paint Store 

[dkcwI  <•  Sale  Prices  Thru  March  31 , 2004  .  ^and  Tools  •  Power  Tools 
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Standard  Plumbing  Company 

Complete  Plumbing  Sales  and  Service 
Repair  and  Replacement  for  All  Plumbing 


Wr  Solve 
A.i  Plumbing 
P'uhlems 


Free  Estimates 


Commercial  &  Residential 

•  GAS  AND  WATER  •  SEWER  AND  DRAIN 

•  TOILET  AND  FAUCET 

•  GARBAGE  DISPOSALS 

•  HEATER  AND  FURNACE 

•  WATER  HEATER  INSTALLATION 

•  COPPER  REPIPING 

"Serving  the  neighborhood  for  30  yeors." 
CAState  Lie.  #330341 


For  Service  Call  221-1888  •  1019  Clement  St. 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrasment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$399 


Reg.  $599 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won 't  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  cops 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Orol  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0®/o  Financing  (on  approval) 


Hgngr 


EXCELLENCE  IN  DENTISTRY  AND  PROFESSIONAL 
CARE  FOR  OVER  15  YEARS 

Saving  of  25-657© 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

*72““  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

_ _ _ / 

son  Fra“cis?o,' “Ja  9412,  T41 5)_221  '5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

*  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

*  Necessary  X-Rays 

*  Complete  Oral  Exam 

*  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

*  Dcxrtor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  3731/04. '' 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Peridental  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 


Teeth  Whitening 
Treatment  Available 

"For  Noticobly  Brighter  Teeth." 
Please  call  office  for  details. 


Only 


*200 


00 


reg.  $300 


With  coupon  only.  Expires  3/31/04. 
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